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INTRODUOTION. 



Th^ following resoktions, ani the remarks con- 
O0eted with them, txe designed for all the friends 
of Christy but mere particularly for hl9 minis*- 
1SXS in the United States. 

Tlie members of the Sandwich Islands' Mis- 
sion, at a meeting in June, 1896, were led to 
consider their duty in relation to the ohurc'hes in 
Christian 4ai]dB, who possessing th0 means fof 
saving a lost world, do not employ them. Alntost 
none of the settied ministry hear the commaniy 
00 ISACH uj* NATIONS. Almost noue of the 
cndi/kks hear it The number, is very small 
who go abroad,. notwith|t$nding agents at home, 
vid.ffom the di&rent mitoons have been labor- 
iJlgto i^wakfi th« slumbieriiig cburdies. The <^ 
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iV INTRODUCTIO:, 

rectors of the work are' looking 
yaaih yet to h educated. Fort; 
been written "0» the manne. 

TIANS SHOULD SHOW THE SPIRIT 
IN LABOES AND SACHIFICES FO 

OF THE WOELD." the comir/ 
the merits of these tracts, adj' 
of IJ250 to none. No one has 
They could not; for they, IP^ 
lifting the world, had no suit; 
on. The churches are perce i v ! 
clearly their duty to the heathc 
forts do not correspond with t 
thus rendering their own salva 
posing their country to dl 
and leaving the heathen to ] 
tion to all this, we see litt. 
things oi\ the pre^sent plan of 
lions. 

Therefore we can not be ^ 
speak. If what we say is right, 
istry oi^hJt to go aflftcmg the hi 
the necessky of other and bet 
to be missionarjes is certainl> 
either case, the claims of the h. 
and good can not be evaded. 

It may be proper to remark, i 
the present missionaries of the 
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»TER I, 

lJTION I. 

illy— the Earth geo- 
of foreign missiona- 
Jie number required — 
lissionary operations. 
Id not to be saved un- . 
rts be increased — ^the 
rovideUce of God call 

TERH. 

TiaK II. 

Resolution not new^ 
K^ieties mere auxilia- 
y— Distribution of Bi- 
g the heathen a differ- 
distribution in Amer- 
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Till OONTBRTS. 

ica-^reat obstaclee — lot. Apathy, listleeQ- 
neoB &0.,— 2d. Destitution of ideas ;and ' 
words on the subject of trae religion and 
pure morality — dd. The minds of the heap 
then pre-occupied with false notions— Pres- 
ence of the missionary absolutely ne<^e8- 
sary. 31 

CHAPTER in. 

RXSpLUTION III. 

Can the sentiment of the Eesolution be 
questioned ? — Du<y of the ministry mainly« 
if not exclusively to evangelize the world 
— ^Where are the men to be obtained • — 
Hurdon of the missionary cry is« we need 
men-rministers all or nearly all cluister- 
ing up together in one or two corners of 
th^ world where the ** lines have fallen 
to them in pleasant places*' — ^Direct appeal 
to the ministry. 45 

CIJ4PTEE IV. 

»£fl0I, VTIOW IV« 

The Resolution no evidence of a want of , 
honor and ]pve for those to whom it re* 
fers— Inquiries with reference t$ clerical 
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INTRODUCTlOir. IX 

influence have develo|»ed nolliing to sur- 
prize a reflecting mind — Examples-^ In 
view of such statement? how Qan the hea- 
then world be saved ? 59 



CHAPTER V. 

KESOL.UTION V. 

Example better than precept — Eloquent ap- 
•peal of Mr. A., ageut of the Board— Re- 
sults — ^A more excellent way— Illustration- 
Agent A. resolves to become a foreign 
missionary — Second appeal— ^Its results. 70 



CHAPTER VI. 

BESOLUTrONVI. 

^ We will ourselves go to the heathen" — ex- 
cuse made — distinctions which these excu- 
ses develop— 4his work ought to be abolish- 
ed— let the members of the Board go them- 
selves to the heathen. 89^ 
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BEdOLUTION VII. 

Doctrine of committing the work of missions 
to the rising generation of ministers, en- 
tirely delusive— the coming generation can 
not aischarge the duties of the present— ex- 
tracts from re]>ort of American board— ob- 
jection, that young men are callcCd upon ex- 
clusively — ^prayer for young men and ap- 
peal. 89 

CHAPTER YUl 

BE SOLUTION VIII. 

Plea of unfitness for the missionary service 
not valid — no prospects of usefulness at 
home a sufficient reason for one's not be-, 
coming a missionary — ^the standard propos- 
ed for missionaries not too high—objec- * 
tions answered*. 107 

CHAPTER IX. 

RESOLUTION IX^ 

Family connecCioiVB, simply considered, no 
.migument against go!Bg--rxeiiiark8* 127 
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CHAPTEK X. 

RES0LTJTIO» X. 

Nations exist for the sake of the church — 
qaestion, can the American Union exist 
if she continues to wrong the heathen as 
she has .done and h no^n^ doing ?— ^Amer- 
ican Christians* chargeable with the idol- 
atry of the heathen.' 142 

CHAPTER XI. 

RESOLUTION XI. 

Duty of our countrymen to go forth, in fam- 
ilies — concentration of effort — in what 
ways can Christians of all classes be use- 
fully and advantageously employed in the 
foreign service. 153 



CHAPTER XII. 

RESOLUTION XII. 

Dissensions and controversies in the church- 
es at home— ^were those engaged in con- 
troyersies to become missionaries to the 
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heathen, their dissensions woiild at once 
. and forever cease — appeal to fact — con- 
cluding remarks. 175 



CHAPTER XIII. 

TO THE BBADERS OF THIS VOLITICZ. 

SoMETHma more than pfayer necessary to , 
the conversion of the world to Grod — ^the . 
missionary work t;ommitted to us — ^the wri- 

' ter nearly nineteen years a missionary — 
appeal in behalf of the heathen. 195 
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HEATHEN NATIONS. 



CHAPTEE i. 

RKSOLUTION I. 

BscntviNe that tha Telation which we eu^tain to 
the churches as missionaries of Christ aad watch« 
men stationed hj them at foreign posts, is such* 
that the blood of millions will be found upon us 
unless we raise our voice and give the warning 
faithfully, therefore 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this mis- 
sion, the efforts of modern missions to explore the 
heiJthen world, and la^ its condition before tbe 
clrarches, and to scatter the light of salvation 
thwa^i the realms of death, deserve not to be 
compared with the work which remains yet to be 
performed ; that liie lands which lie in darkness 
are not to be possessed by sending spies into dif- 
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14 BUTT OF THIS OBKXBATION 

erent portions of them, more than Canaan was 
by the spies sent thither ; but by a universal, and 
in a good measure, direct engagemejit of the 
whole army of God. 

If we look at the heathen numerically^ 
they are six hundred millions, and the 
missionaries from the United States to 
whom their salvation is committed, one 
.hundred — one man for six millions. 

If "we look at the earth geographically ^ 
the maps are almost black on which are 
designated the population of the land 
and the sea still under the dominion of 
the prince of darkness. For one square 
mile with light flashing on It, there are 
thousands spread with the pall of death. 
To specify would be to mention a large 
part of the proper names of countries^ 
which, united, make up the continents, and 
the names of the islands, which, disunited, 
are scattered among the oceans. So exten- 
sive is the territory, that should thetnen 
sent forth, few and short-lived as th^y 
are, trav4 contbually, and announce par* 
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TO nvAjiCfEhitn run world. 15 

a^n to the guilty, day and night, they 
could not pass over all .the highways and 
by-paths, and search out the habitations 
of the whole human family. Their voice, 
should they lift it perpetually as they go, 
would be the voice here and there of one 
crying in the wilderness, heard by only a 
small part of those who have ears to hear 
and souls to be saved. The sound of 
missionaries has not gone into .^11 the 
earth, nor their words to the end of the 
world* £ could not go. It is impossible 
that the few niiaslonaries from the Ameri- 
can churches should , convert the world. 
They could not explore it. They could 
not encompass all the cities and blow a 
trumpet around their walls, if that were 
the mewiis appointed to save them. They 
eould not mention in the ear of every 
mortal the only name by which we 
must be saved. 

The foreign missionaries from our coun- 
try ar^ one to six millions of men — or 
two for the population of the United 
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16 DUTT OF THIS OBVBKATIOir 

States ; and two men could not preach 
the gospel to all, in that extensive field 5 
many would die without the sight of htm 
who publishes salvation. No, let lines 
be drawn over the world at such distances 
that the voice of one man may meet 
the voice of another, and let one hun- 
dred missionaries trave^l on these lined 
and proclaim the gospel; allow that 
the population of the territory thus 
Sounded upon should be savied, it would 
still be leaving millions and milHona 
to perish. And yet it is affirmed in 
a sermon by a distinguished divine of the 
United States, that "FIFTY such men as 
Paul the apostle, unaided by the resources 
of systematic benevolence, might evan- 
gelize the world.'* On this plan twelve 
millions would fait to each of the fifty, 
and allowing their lives to be twenty 
years each, each one must evangelize one 
^ thoiisand six hundred and forty-four 
daily. Does any believe that even Paul 
went forward at such a rate? — thatdu- 
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TO EVANGmJZX THB WORLD. 17 

• 

ring three years at Ephesus he evangelized 
ftlmost two millions ; or that the one hun- 
dred thousand at the Sandwich Islands 
would occupy hirh only t^yo months? Such 
fancies are worse than useless. For there 
is no Paul on earth ; none endowed as he 
was ; and none are expected. The pro« 
position that fifty Pauls can convert of 
evangelize the world, leaves the world to 
perish. To assert that fifty angels can 
evangelize it, leaves it to perish. Such 
.assertions influence no man to undertake 
the missionary work. They are calculated 
to lead men to neglect it. What if 
Washington or Patrick Henry had said 
as a motive to raise troops in the revolu* 
tion, "Fifty such men as Samson could, 
with only the jaw-bone of an ass, slay 
all Great Britain;" or "One such angel 
as slew one hundred and eighty-five thou- 
sand Assyrians in one night, could, with- 
.out guns or swords, or any of the re- ' 
sources of systematic malevolence, destroy 
or subjugate the world.'' What would be 
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thought of such suggestions, for all prac^. 
tical purposes, in any deliberative aasiem- 
biy seriously occupied with the interests 
of the kingdom ? There is no reasonable: 
prospect that either fifty, or five hundred, 
or five hundred thousand men can evan- 
gelize the world. 

^ Come, now, and let us reason together 
on the missionary enterprise from 1810 
to Jan. 1, 1833. During these twenty- 
two or twenty-three years, the number of 
missionaries to foreign lands educated at 
Andover is forty-six, the .average years in 
the field six years, and the aggregate twa 
hundred and seventy-six. These forty-* 
six, it is presumed, have performed more 
than half the labor 'among the heathen 
which has been done by the Americap 
churches. Double the number, and there 
have been ninety-two men, and their time 
.five hundred and fifty-two years ; from 
* which, if three years be deducted for • 
each in learning the language, only two-* 
hundred and seventy-six are left for dt- 
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rect missionary labor ; an amount very 
dtfiflqf0nt from that bestowed on the Unrted 
States during the last twenty-'two year^? 
for there the number of ministers during 
Che whole time has been many thousands, 
with a large number of lawyers, physi- 
cians, school teachers, elders and deaoons; 
praying men and praying women; biUes, 
tracts ; books and papers, like the fish of 
the sea innumerable, and the people inte^ 
gent and industrious. The soil is pre- 
pared, and the seed sown is abundant. 
There is almost no ground for comparison 
between the advantages with which a 
man commences his labors ia the ministry 
fki New England, and InHhe Marquesas or 
Other islands in the Pacific, or almost any 
other heathen country. To enter here — ► 
as was at first intended to enter — into a 
mathematical comparison of the means 
of grace now employed, and which 
must be employed, among the six 
hundred mitlionv or even with the 
means now employed, among twelve 
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or £fteen millkms in the United States^ 
woidd weary the mind occupied with 
such amazing contrasts, thrown into such 
immeasurable extremes. The degradation 
of the heathen is so deep, the daricness so 
dense, the number so vast, that six hun* 
Arod thousand missionaries sent the pres* 
eoil year would be insufficient to afford to 
the present generation any thing like the 
privileges enjoyed in Christian lands, and 
it were better stUl to be born in a log 
cabin in Maine or Missouri, than in the 
palaces of Egypt or China. For Christ* 
eiidoln, were every minister in it removed, . 
would be unspeakably better furnished 
with the means of grace, than the heathen 
could be with one missionary to every 
thousand* But several thousand minis^ 
ters, with a countless multitude of collat- 
eral helps, do not yi&t convert the people 
of our fovored liuid. How, then, if they 
were in a state of heathenism, should two 
m^ convert them t especially if these 
two were . foreigners, with the language 
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to . learn, and writer and print ; and 
houses to build ; and schools to establish 
and teach ; and medicines to furnish ; and 
families of their own to provide for ; and 
the idol gods of a nation to destroy ; and 
4 veil of superstition forty centuries thick 
to rendy the horrible darkness to dispel* 
hearts of stone to break, a gulf of pollu- 
tion to purify— A NATION TO REr 
GENERATE I How can two men do all 
this 7 How thea shall one hundred mis* 
sionaries convert the world? How a 
thousand? How a hundred thousand! 
They can not. When six hundred thou- 
sfind go from the five millions of Chris*^ 
tians in Christendom, or from the million 
and a half in the United States, they will^ 
not all combined emit more light than may 
be expected from the morning star of the 
millennial day. The present missionary op* 
erations — to use the language of Mr. Abeel 
— ^•^are as child's play, i If the great God 
could despise his creatures, it would be 
decqpieaUe in his sight. A tittle more than 
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a hundred men to convert a lost world V^ 
A band not so lai*ge as preach the g^^pel 
in the city of New York, or teach schools 
in New York, or practice law or medicine 
in New York, or -print books endpapers 
m New York ; this band have six hundred 
millions to supply with teaching and 
prpaching and medicine, bboks and schools^ 
and this is called ecm verting the world I 
A band of men not sufficient to look after 
any one department of business, whether 
ecclesiastical, civil, or literary^in the least 
state of the twenty-four in our union » 
havb to look after the* temporal and eter- 
nal welfare of six hundred miilions. A 
hundred men ! It takes more than that 
to lay a railroad, or dig a canal, more than 
that to manufaeture muskets and powder 
in times of peace ; m<Mre than that to. man 
one ship of war ; and more than that for 
lany one of the employments of men, 
from the hall of judgment to the booi' 
blest occupations. One hundred man, or 
two bnadredt or three hundred^ or fiv9 
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himtired men to enUghtea the moral 
world ! 1 It requires nine thousand men 
to visit the Pacific ocean, many of whom 
leave wife and children for voyages of 
three yearsi in order to fill the iafmps 
which assist the moon and stars to dispel 
the- natural darkness of the United States. 
If a valley is to be exalted^or a mountain 
leveled, thousands must gird themselves 
How then shall a few hundred prepare 
the way of the Lord, in the deserts of ail 
the earth ? Where is the monarch pur- 
"posing to subdue a neighboring kingdom^ 
who will feel. sustained and honored with 
an army of one hundred men, the result 
of twenty years enlistment, wath an addli^ 
tion of fresh troops of five, ten or twenty 
annually? Can five nlen firom America 
subdue thirtv millions in France 7 Can 
onehundred or a thousand subjugiQte all 
nations? The army of the aliens sijt 
hundred million strong. Will it bow to c^^ 
hundred soldiers of Zion's Kiug? Th6 
mijsfoairy operatioa? are c:iild*a f^Mf^i 
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the light of them a taper ; the magnitude 
a drop of the bucket f aud their weight 
the dust of the balance against jthe ever* 
lasting hills. ** If the orsat god coutD 

DESPISE HIS CREATURES, IT WOULD BB 
DESPICABLE IN HIS SIGHT." 

If we turn a moment from thie men* 
and lodk af the means to sustain them, 
the earth is the Lord's, and the fullness 
thereof. The wealth of the mines is hlsiy 
and He made it ; and He will use it to 
promote the interests of his church. It 
is required. The superscription to Caesar 
on the coins must be effaced, and. a new 
one be struck for the church. There is 
no other work so urgent, none so worthy, 
none in which the interest on earth is 
more ample, and *the treasure in heaven 
moi'e sure. The wealth of America calls 
for extended missionary operations — the 
support of an army and not a few spies. 
The funds of the board are as nothing. 
The treasurer's report being read, no one 
weds to be told that the work is not 
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V don€— rtbat it is nat begun. Two hundred 
thousand doUars annually ! One's tongue 
almost refuses fo utter it, a 'sum so worth- 
less, in connection with an object so mag- 
nificent. But on the other hand, the 
price of earthly ambition, convenience, 
and pleasure, is counted by millions. Na- 
vies and armies have their mrllions — 
railroads and canals have their millions-^ 
colleges and schools have their millions- 
silks, carpets, and mirrors have their mil- 
lions — tea, coffee, tobacco and rum have 
their millions — parties of pleasure and 
Ticentiousness in high life and in low life 
have their millions— and what has the 
treasury of God and the Lamb to redeem 
a world of souls from the pains of eternal 
damnation, and fill them with joys uii* 
speakable 7 Less than two hundred thou- 
sand dollars through the American Board, 
and some other thousands through other 
channels. George II. expended in three 
wars one hundred and fifty-seven millions 
of pounds, and Geoi^e HI. replaced the 
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Bourbons on the throne of France at «l 
cost of above one thousand millions ster- 
ling. The revolutionary ^ar cost the 
United States one hundred and thirty, 
millions of dollars; and intemperance 
wastes a hundred millions a year ; and 
the great fire in New York destroyed 
twenty-six millions in a day, the interest 
of which for twelve months is about equal 
to the amount expended by the American 
Board for twenty-five years! And yet 
the ruins of that conflagration will soon 
be repaired, and its monument found in 
the splendid walls now rising from the 
ashes. And shall the world be saved 
with the filings and dross of the mintj 
and the old garments theV throw from 
their backs; and the crumbs which fall 
from their tabtes? Who that believed 
that God made the world forZionyand 
that the wealth of the sinner is laid up 
for the just; who that is acquainted with 
♦he growing rfescurces of Atnerica, and the 
bliss of giving, can subscri'oe to the^senti- 
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ment that missions can not be greatly en* 
larged for the want of money? Who 
-that contemplates the exposure of our 
American friends to that covetousnes^ 
which is idolatry, and looks at six hundred 
millions of heathen idolators, will not 
ppy that missionary operations may be 
increased ten thousand times ; that the 
gods of ^silver and gold in the United 
States may be employed in the destruc- 
tion of the gods of wood and sto^e 
throughout Satan's dark empire, and that 
this war among the members of the same 
household, may eventuate in the utter 
extermination of the whole family of 
lords many and gods many, and Jehovah 
be exalted over all. 

Truly, the efforts of modem mission 
deserve not. to be compared with the 
wor^ yet to be performed; and uni^^ , 
inci^ased to a very great exteijt, tfaiJ 
fwsorld can not be saved. Past and present 
exertions have lessened but little the 
great midtitode wbojcoow not God. Tb^ 
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is not laying that nothing has been done. 
The work of a few has been done. But 
those abroad have not done and will not 
do the work of many. Their own indi* 
yidual duty is all they can possibly per- 
form ; and when they do their utmost, a 
large territory remains to be possessed by 
the whole army of God. Canaan was 
large enough for the twelve spies and the 
ten thousands of Israel also. Jericho was 
not subdued when Rahab was gained 
by the mission of two pioneers. The 
antediluvians could not be saved in 
one ark if its doors had been open to all, 
nor were they drowned by an ordinary 
shower of rain. The world will not be 
covered with the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the seas» until the 
men to publish that word are scattered . 
like rain on all the earth. So long as 
they remain together, like water in a 
lake, so long the moral world will be 
desolate. They must go every where; 
and if the expansive vtrarmth of benevo* 
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lence will not separate thenit and they 
arise and go on the wings of the Wind, 
God will break up the fountains of the 
great deep of society, and by dashing the 
parts tc^ether, like ocean in its turmoil, 
or .Niagara in its fall, cover the heavens 
with showers, and set the bow of hope 
for the nations ; and the desert shall re« 
' joice and blossom as the rose. God is 
too good to suffer either Amazon or Su* 
perior to lie still and become corrupt, and 
the heavens in consequence to be brass, 
and the earth iron. God is too benevo* 
lent also, in the arrangements of the 
moral world, to allow his people to be 
inactive; to have here a continuing 
city, while the heathen are dying. The 
churches can not afibrd to convert ther 
world with fifty men and a handful of 
money. It would be as disastrous to the 
chmnch in its present states as for men to 
obtain a livelihood without labor. Mis* 
sioDs must remove the wealth of America, 
lest the people die under its pressure* 
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They must rise up and act, or they "will 
pciish of very fatness. The ininisters 
must equip for the foreign war, or they 
wiU contend with each other, and scenes 
of fdly and shame, like those at Cincin- 
nati and Philadelphia, will distress an* 
gels, and- mar the beauty, and eat like 
canker the bosom of Zion. 

Brethren and Fathei-s, The word of 
God and the works of God and the 
providence of .God sound an alarm in the 
churches, calling them to the holy \mr, 
for unto them as a body is committed the 
conversion of th« world. It can not be 
done by a few hundred missionaries and 
a fraction of wealth. NO, NEVER! 
Because those who try to do it in (bis 
-way have to contend npt only with .six 
hundred millions of heathen, and the 
prince and powers of the air, but also ta 
light against GOD, higqty in battle. 



\ 
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CHAPTER 11. 



RESOIiTJTION II. 



Resolved, That while we view with satisfac- 
tiorf, the efforts made by Bible, Tract, and other 
benevolent Societies,' we can not, nevertheless, but 
be deeply pained by the thought that these eSbrts 
inu^t be in a great measure inefficient, whilst men 
•re wanting to instruct the heathen in the Bible* 
tnd explain to tliem the meaning of their tracts ; 
and that the benevolent efforts of the churches, 
looked upon as a whole, exhibit a disproportion . 
tnd want of^ economy which can be attributed to 
nothing else but a shrinking from the main work 
tnjoined by the Savior, that of preaching the 
_ gofcspel to every creature. 

The sentiment contained in this reso- 
lution i? not new. It was expressed by- 
Mr. Wiiislowj in his address before the 
£os^d at Baltimore, and is insisted on in 
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the writings of Gordon Hall. Everf 
missionary must feel its foree. 

Bible and Tract Societies are important 
auxiliaries in the work of converting the 
world, but as it respects most of the hea- 
then population of our globe, such societies 
ought to be regarded as mere auxiliaries. 
They afford important advantages to the 
missionary in pix>secuting his work ; but 
without his agency, what influence can 
they exert on the mass of the heathen T 
Unless the Bible is translated and tracts 
are written in the languages of the hea- 
then nations, how can they be printed t 
Unless there are persons to distribute 
them, how will their influence be brought 
to bear upon the people? Unless the h^a** 
then are taught to read, of what use to them 
is the Bible more than a block of wood! 
and of what use are tracts more than so 
many leaves of the forest scattered over 
the land T And even where the heathen 
are taught to read, how can mere Bibles 
and tracts exert an influence any farther 
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tban the people gain ideas from reading T 
This last inquiry needs some illustration ; 
a few moments' attention, however, will 
show its force. 

The distribution of Bibles and tracts 
among the heathen, is a far different 
thing from their distribution in an enlight* 
ened land like America. In an intel%ent 
community, who acquire ideas from book8» 
the distribution of the inspired volume 
and of religious tracts, is to be regarded 
as one principal means of disseminating 
th£ light of the gospel, and of leading sin- 
ners to Christ. But among an unthinking 
people, even though they are taught to 
read, the distribution of the sacred scrip* 
tures does not promise the same result. It 
is comparatively an easy thing to teach the 
art of reading, even to the most degraded 
heathen nations ; but to teach them that 
there is a meaning in what they read, and 
to . teach them to make that meaning a 
subject of thought, is a slow and difficult 
task* In respect to such nations, with far 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



34 DUTY OF THIS GXNUATIOir 

thd greater part, when first taught, and 
till much oral instruction has been im- 
parted, reading is In a great measure a 
mechanical process, a mere performance 
of the eyes and lips. The fact, then, that 
such a population are acquainted with the 
printed ciiaracter, is not an evidence that 
light and knowledge can be spread over 
the land by placing th^ word of God in 
their hands, or by a supply of religious 
tracts and books. Very far from it. A 
heathen's intellect is not materially 
changed by simply teaching him to read. 
The great obstacles to the acquisition of 
correct knowledge still remain. And to 
gain a clear notion on this subject, it is 
necessary to look a«moment at these ob- 
stacles. 

1. The first obstacle we shall mention 
is one that can not be easily expressed in 
words. For want of better terms, we 
call it apathy, listlessness, imbecility of 
mind, torpitude of intellect, vacuity of 
thought, inability to reason, and the like. 
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We can not expect that all these terms 
combined, will fully convey to you tbe 
idea we would express. Mere description 
is inadequate to th^ task. To understand 
correctly the feature of mind we refer to, 
it is necessary to witness, as we do, the^ 
vacant aqd unmeaning stare of a dai*k and 
chaotic intellect. It is necessary to know 
from experience, after trying every mode 
of expression with such minds, and task- 
ing ingenuity to the utmost, that the ideas 
intended to be communicated to them 
havie not been in the least apprehended. 
To instruct such minds, even with the liv^ 
ing voice, is a task of the utmost difficulty. 
How far, then, can they be enlightened 
by the mere distribution of Bibles and 
tracts ? 

2. Another obstacle may be imperfectly 
termed a destitution of ideas, and a con*' 
sequent destitution of words on the sub- 
ject of true religion and pure morality. 
Centuries, of heathenism have done the 
work of devastation m(M efficiently*. 
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They have swept away the idea of the 
true Qody buried aUhis attributes inobliv.* 
ion, erased every term expressive of ho- 
liaess and of pure morality, and diyested 
sin pf the idea of its exceeding sinfulness. 
And the ideas of the true 6od» of the 
way of salvation, of holiness, pure mo- 
lality, the immortality of the soul, and 
the like, have been obliterated for ages ; 
the terms also expressing such ideas have 
long since been lost. Names can not 
long be preserved, when the ideas ex- 
pressed by them have passed into oblivion. 
And in consequence of this destitution of 
terms, missionaries are obliged, in their 
translations of the Scriptures, to use 
words nearest allied to the sense they 
would express, though far from con* 
veying the precise idea at first, or till the 
meaning has become fixed by frequent use 
and explanation. In many instances* 
they have been obliged to use a circumlo-* 
cution, in others, a sort of patch-work of 
oaltive words to express^the. id^as they 
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v^ould commuQicate, And in some cases 
they have introduced words of English, 
Greek and Hebrew origin. This being 
the fact, how can it be expected that a 
great portion of the most important texmi^ 
of the Bible can be understood^ by a hea- 
then people, miless accompanied with the 
minute and familiar explanations of the 
living teacher ? - What notion have chil- 
dren in America of such terms as philo- 
isophy, botany, and astronomy, as they 
mi^t with them in books, till they have 
gained a knowledge of those terms by an 
inductive process 7 About the same no- 
tion have the heathen, who are merely 
grown up children, of such terms as 
faith, hope, repentance, holiness and 
Christian love, tMt siH^h words are ex-, 
plained to them in tife inductive manner. 
And to convey to them these ideas, to 
which they have beenstirangers froih time 
immemorial, even with the living voice, 
requires the utmost &mftarity and every 
variety of illustration. It is a task of 

B 
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which mhiisters in Christian lands hare 
no conception. But if the living teacher 
fipds such difficulty, what effect can be 
expected from mer^sly placing in the? 
hands of the, heathen a copy of God's 

word, or a number of religious tracts 7 

• 

3. Btit there is stiB another obstacle. 
Not only are the heathen destitute of 
ide^s and terms on the subject of true 
religion and pure morality, but on the 
other handy their minds are pre-occupied 
with false notions, which have growD 
with their growth and strenglhened with 
their strength. And who can esthnate 
the influence of erroneous ideas imbibed 
in infancjr and matured in manhood? If 
we pronounce it small, we betray a gross 
. ignorance of the forming power of early 
education. For the heathen have htea 
trained, thoroughly trained, in sentiments 
the very reverse of what the Bible con- 
tains: the influence of tliisr training is 
such, that even m individuals and nations 
where the outward practices ef heatheA- 
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Ism are forsaken, the prevalence of Heathen 
notions is still very considerable. Could 
we in some mysterious manner be brought 
into the interior of their minds, and ac- 
curately measure the corrupting influ- 
ence of former sentiments, we should 
start back in horror and amazement. 
They have thrown away their idols, and 
acknowledge otie God instead of many^ 
but still their notions of the nature of 
God, of the manner of propitiating his 
'fav€ir, of departed souls, and of almost 
BVery point of morality and religion, are 
to a painful extent, the same as before. 
And wilii all the advantages which the 
living teacher possesses of guarding 
against a misunderstanding, his utmost 
ingenuity is required at familiar illustra- 
tioil and careful explanation, that he do 
not inculcate wrong sentiment instead of 
tnith. Without suoh special care he may 
preach respecting the true God, and they, 
to a great extent, measure what he says 
Jby theur notions of false gods: 1ie^ may 
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tell of departed spirits, and their minds 
recur to the wandering ghosts ; he nrfay 
speak of sin and the idcfa they get will 
be that of detection and misfortune; 
he may talk of humility and love to God, 
and they understand a crbuching syco- 
phancy to receive his favor. Their ideas, 
and those of men in Christian lands, run 
in very different channels. These re- 
marks apply substantially to barbarous 
nations in all ages, from the days of the 
apostles to the present time ; though they 
admit of qualification in particular case^, 
according as various incidental causes 
have exerted a modifying influence. But 
if such be the difficulty of communicating 
correct sentiment among the heathen, 
even with the living voice, we ask agam, 
to what extent can the mere distribution 
of Bibles and tracts enlighten them ? 

In view then, of Ihe condition of the 
heathen mind, we express our full con- 
viction that the Christian world experts 
&r too Inuch from the distribution of the 
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BiU^.and of relfgious tracts m heathen 
landi^. It is a fallacioua dream of the 
church that they can stay at home and 
enjoy their comforts, and convert the 
world by the power of the press. The 
proposal made by one at the meeting pf 
the Board at Baltimorei to raise half a 
million , of money and bring the press to 
bear upon the heathen world, implying 
that th6y themselves stay at home was a 
romantic proposal ; and to such a degree 
romantic that one can scarcely account 
for it except as a subterfuge to quiet 
conscience. 

Books in Uie hands of the hqathen, unac- 
companied by the instructions of the living 
teacher, shed but a faint and sickly light. 
The presence of the missionary is necessary, 
as well as the sacred volume;. He mtist 
call up the attention of the reader to the 
meaning of what be peruses, explain the 
passage by the most simple illustrations, 
and apply it with minuteness and particur- 
larity. Bib}es' and tracts witboqt the 
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teacher may do some good, and in one 
sense great good, but accompanied by his 
instructions and faithful appeal, that good 
may be increased to an immeasurable ex- 
tent. 

But if this be true, does not the bene- 
volent eflfort of the churches, looked upon 
as a "whole, exhibit a disproportion and 
want of economy? Men contribute of 
their wealth to the Bible Society, and it 
resolves to supply the world with Bibles ; 
they contribute also to the Tract Society, 
and It resolves to furnish the world with 
tracts ; the American Board of Missions 
search through the length and breadth of 
the land to find men to. go to the heathen, 
to do the main work of their conversion, 
and they obtain ten or twenty ! Thesa 
resolutions to convert the world by 
means of Bibles and tracts are applauded, 
and yet how vain and delusive, while 
men can not be found, to teach the hea- 
then the , Bible, or explain to them the 
contents of a tract. Where else in the 
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records of human efii)rt can you find such 
.a want of economy — such a painful dis- 
proportion ? And why is it so ? Plainly,; 
because it is easier for men to give a little 
of their superabundant wealth, than to. 
give themselves and their families. This 
disproportion shows that the spirit of the 
times is a shrinking from the maiq work, 
that of preaching the gospel to every 
creature. Brethren in the minstry, is it 
not so? 

Do we then advise that the number 
of Bibles and tracts sent to the heathen be 
diminished ? No. Furnish every readii^ 
man with a Bible and with tracts through- 
out China, Burmah and, every other land. 
Fill the hands of every missionary and ev- 
ery distributor. Increase the supply a hun* 
dred-fold, but, at the same time, increase 
the number of missionaries to the heathen, 
not only a hundred but a thousand fol(l. 
The danger is not that you will furnish . 
too many Bibles and tracts, but that you 
will expect too muph from them alone. 
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Print a supply of Bibles for the whole 
world, but dream not, we entreat you^ 
that by this means you can accomplish 
the MAI5 WORK of the world's conversion. 
You must go vouRSBirVEs and teach the 
Bible to the heathen. • You caw not con- 
vert THE WORUD BY PROXY — YOU CAN NOT 

DO IT SY THE PRESS. Imagine not for a 
moment that you are free from the blood 
of the heathen, because you send to them 
a supply of Bibles and tracts.. Let it be 
fully understood, that the main work of 
converting the world can not thus be 
accomplished. You can not be guiltless, 
dear brethren, till you go forth in person 
to the perishing heathen. . We beseech 
you, therefore, quiet not your consciences 
by sending forth Bibles and tracts. That 

WKU. PROVE A FAIi^ QUIETUDE. Thb DAY 
OJF JUDGMENT WILL TEAR IT FROM YOU. 
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CHAPTER III. 

RBSOIiVTIOH III, 

• 
Inasmuch as the direct labor of evangelizing; the 
world devolves mainly on ministers of the gospelt 
and as it appears from the recent communications 
from America, that if men for missionary service 
could be obtained, the operations of the Board 
might he enlarged to almost any extent, there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the slow progress of the gospel 
among the heathen is mainly to be attributed to 
the unwMingness df ministers t6 engage in the 
missionary work, oud consequently that upon 
them in a great measure, rests the guilt of the 
eternal perdition of the heathen. 

Can the sentiment of this resolution be 
questioned? To whom was the com- 
mand given to ** preach the gospel to ev- 
ery, creature,*' but to the Apostles — the 
ministers of reconciliation 1 Upgn them 
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was mainly- and directly thrown by their 
Lord, this great work,, with all its honors^ 
perils, privations, and responsibilities : 
and their lives testify that they thus un- 
derstood it* They lived and acted as 
though they felt the duty and the privi- 
lege to be theirs to preach salvation to the 
Gentiles. But since Paul and his* asso-' 
ciates have long since finished their misr 
sioQavy tQils, upon wliom does the duty 
and responsibility now mainly derolve, 
but upon those who stand in their stead, 
and exercise their office ? The niinistry , 
under God, wields the destiny of the 
world. They hold in their, hands the vi- 
sits of happiness and misery wbicltare to 
bleDS or to curse the nations of the earth* 
They are the very guardians of the mis- 
sionary cause, both at home and abroad. 
The missionary spirit in the churches 
generally rises or falls, expands or con-' 
tracts, a9 does that of their pastors. On 
this, as vir^U as .oq Qther subjepts, it is 
" like prjpst likp '^opje,*' Consequently, 
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if the churches fail to come up to this 
work — to feel, pray and act for the good 
of the heathen, much, very much of the 
fault and the guilt must be laid upon 
their pastors. 

But the point of the resolqtion is, to 
declare it to be the duty of the ministry, 
mainly, if not exclusively, to evangelize 
the world. They can not throw it off on 
other men and other means. They should 
feel it to be mainly the business of their 
lives, and the design of their office, and 
engage as a body directly and personally 
in it. The hope of converting the world 
by remaining at home, and preaching 
about It, and praying for It, must be aban- 
doned as delusive, and not warranted by 
Apostolic example, by the word of 
God, or the history of the- church; and 
every ordained minister take it for grant- 
ed that he must go to the heathen, unless 
phained at home by Providence. With- 
out &iich a direct and personul 'engage- 
ment of ministry in the work of missions 

9 
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—such a going to and fro as has oever 
been known, or even thought of, since 
Apostolic days, .unless the whole order of 
Chrisfs kingdom be broken up, and efifects 
are produced without their appropriate 
causes, the work can not be accomplish- 
ed. This is a moral certainty. Men, 
ministera, educated and authorized, must 
do the main work, by enlisting directly 
and personally in it. Other agencies, as - 
shown before, are of great importance 
as auxiliaries, but they are auxiliaries 
only, and should be ever looked upon 
simply as such; while men, suitable, 
qualified men are ordained of God to be 
the very bone and sinew of the eijter- 
prize. Men, and men only are wanting, 
to accomplish the work. Could the Amer- 
ican and other Missionary Boards obtain 
suitable m^n to enter the foreign $eld, 
their operations might be soon enlarged 
to an extent, bearing some proportion to 
the magnitude of the work ; for funds, 
and ships, and other helps have always 
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been, and, we believe, will always be fur- 
nished, suiGcient to carry out aud sustain 
all the men they can send forth. And it 
must be so, inasmuch as every additional 
missionary they send out, excites an ad- 
ditional degree of interest in the churched, 
furnishes ground for a new appeal, and 
in reality brings into the treasury the 
means of his support. The machine is a 
self-supporting one. Does any one doubt 
this ? let him visit the former neighbor- 
hoods and acquaintances of some of the 
older missionaries — let him go to those 
churches where the names of Hall, Par- 
sons, the Newelk and the Judsons are 
emibalmed in the sacred recollections of 
every Christian bosom, and he may eagily 
satisfy himself. But while ministers sleep 
on this subject, the c^prches will sleep ; 
and while minisiters are wanting to go 
abroad, all is wanting. The paachinery 
has no main-spring; the spirit of the 
work dies, and the pall of death continues 
to re$t upon the heathen. . 

Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



dU DIDTY OF THIS GENERATION 

But where are the men to be obtained 
to go abroad and proclaim pardon and 
eternal life to every, son and daughter of 
Adam ? O America, land of Immanuel, 
land of revivals, land of pious youth, 
land of ministers, colleges and semina- 
ries, land of pure Christianity, our implor- 
ing eyes have been directed to thee for 
men to carry the conquests of the cross 
over every nation, but where are they ? 
We hear not of their going, or being 
abouf to go. The news we hear is of a 
far different character. In a letter re- 
cently received from the Missionary 
Rooms in BoiSton, is contained this lan- 
guage, " Alas I what shall we do for men ? 
We greatly need as many as fifty ordain- 
ed missionaries, to say nothing of school- 
masters, to send forth to various fields, 
this very autumn, and we have not mote 
than FIVE OR six !" Another still later 
from the same source says, " We wish to 
send forth this present year as many as 
eighty or ninety missionaries, to various 
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fields, ^d have but nvj: or six !" Let- 
ters also from Princeton and Auburn in- 
form us that th^ missionary spirit in those 
institutions is lamentably low; and in- 
deed we should judge so, from the num- 
bers that have gon^ out from them to for- 
eign lands. Aud Mr. Abeel traveled 
through the length and breadth of the 
land in search of men to go to China, but 
did not obtain even six ! O how it sick-^ 
ens the heart to receive such intelligence 
as this I It would seem that even the few 
streaks of light which a year or two ago 
flashed across the sable clouds that low^r 
over the nations, have vanished away, 
and consigned them to the prospect of 
blackness and darkness forever. 

Could sorrow enter heaven, heaven 
would w^eep to see the messengers of life 
educated, commissioned and "^fitted out'^ 
** to preach the gospel to every creaturis,'' 
and in ♦'all the world"— all, or nearly so, 
clustering up together in one or two cor- 
ners of the world, wkere forsooth the 
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** lines have fallen to them in pleasant fde^ 
ces" defraudmg mUlions of their fellow- 
men of that salvation which is theirs by- 
purchase and by promise, and with onQ 
consent abandoning them to cheerless 
wretchedness, both in this and a future 
world. O, is this the genius of Christian- 
ity ? Is this the fruit of American revi-t 
vals ? And has Apostolic zeal and Apos* 
tolic example forever gone into oblivion t 
Brethren in the miais.try, we address 
ourselves to you* Can such a state of 
things fail to make your very heart ache t 
It is often said that angels must look down 
with astonishment at the conduct of im- 
penitent men, who have both eyes and 
ears, but their eyes are so blind that they 
can not see what is for their eternal good 
or harm, and their ears are so heavy, that 
they can not hear. But what must be 
their astonishment when they look down 
upon the ministry of the present day? 
Of infidels, it is ejcpected that they will 
throw around them destruction, ^6- 
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brands and death, and that the impenitent 
will set at nought the councils of the Al- 
mighty. But it would not be expected 
that those who have themselves tasted of 
the joys of Christ's salvation; and are di- 
Tinely appointed in his stead to Oflfer 
them to all the wovld, should, knowingly 
and deliberately practice a spiritual fraud 
of such fearful magnitude, aggravated 
too by eighteen hundred years standing, 
upon the souls of the heathen, and yet 
not appear to be sensible that any thing 
serious is the matter. It would seem 
that all things are now ready for a gen- 
eral and powerful engagement of the 
whole moral power of the church, for 
the conversion of the world, but the 
main instrumentality — the ministry. 

Commerce, with sin energy and an en- 
tcirprize far surpa^ing that 6f Christian 
benevolence, (with shame be it spoken,) 
is spreading her canvass on every sea, 
atnd coasting along every shore, with a 
speed and a despatch that almost brings 
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the endd of the earth together, and affords 
facilities hitherto unknown, for conyey- 
ance and communication to and fro with 
distant nations; so that whosoever will, 
qiay run and scatter the seeds of life in 
whatsoever direction he chooses. Even 
China, so recently regarded as wholly in- 
accessible, is found to be stretching forth 
her imploring hands for the bread of life, 
and the way is fast preparing to roll fhe 
chariots of salvation to the doors of her 
very palaces* In fact, where is the na- 
]tion that is not capable of being operated 
upon by the sword of the spirit, were 
there men ready to wield it. 

Brethren and fathers, we repeat it : 
All things await your personal enlistment 
in this blessed warfare. The silver and the 
gold are ready to support you ; ships are 
ready to convey you; the winds and the 
seas are ready to take you in their arms 
and hear you to whatever point you de 
sire ; companions are ready to acconr 
pany ,and eomfort you ; Heaven is read^ 
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to smile on you; the Master is ready to 
go 'with you, and the heathen are ready 
to hear your message. But you, you are 
not ready. And why not? You can not 
be ignorant of the condition and pros- 
' pects of the heathen, without being igno-> 
rant or your Bibles, and most culpably 
negligent of what has beeu published in 
regard to them. You can not — if what 
we have said under another resolution be 
correct — plead the claims of our country * 
as a reason why you do not go abroad. 
Such a plea will not stand in the Judg- 
ment. Neither can you plead your dis* 
qualifications for missionary service ; for 
if you can preach the gospel at all, you 
can preach it to the heathen. We are 
therefore driven to the painful conclusion, 
that the slow progress of the gospel 
among the heaven is mainly to be attrib- 
uted to Ihe unconquerable unwillingness 
of ministers to engage in the missionary 
work. AH other instrumentalities have 
been ready at hand for ages ; but minis- 
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ter3 hare failed, as a body, to take hold 
of the worL They have shrunlc back 
from the self-denial and self-consecration 
which the work requires, and cared more 
for home and friends and ease and learn- 
ing and fame, than they have for the hon- 
or of the Redeemer and the souls of their 
fellow men, wbo are living without God 
and hope* Therefore century upon cen- 
tury has rolled away, while unbroken 
' darkness has brooded over three fourths 
of our race. Is this uncharitable 7 Is it 
severe ? Is it not undeniable matter of 
fact? Let the conscience of every min- 
ister df the gospel whose eye may glance 
upon these pages, give the reply. It is 
an unwillingness, we repeat it, on the 
part of the ministry as a body, to do as 
did their £<ord and his Apostles, t^ke up 
the cross and bear it with, all its dangers, 
hardships, honors and glories too — it is 
this unwillingness on the part of the 
ministry which holds the world in bond- 
age. 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



TO BVAHGtBl^ZB f SX WORUK. SU 

Oaii) any one regard this as a sudden 
outbreaking of an intemperate zeal ? If 
it is, then we entirely mistake the design 
of the gospel and the duties of the minis- 
try. No ; these are the words of truth 
tind soberness; and if they are notlelt to 
be such now, they will be before the mil- 
lennial morning will ever dawn on our 
wretched world. 

But if these things are so, what a moun- 
tain of guilt and reproach rests upon the' 
ministry ! If the duty is mainly theirs 
to see that the: heathen have the gospel, 
' then the guilt is mainly theirs if they have 
it not. And what guilt can be more ter- 
rible and unmixed, than knowingly and 
deliberately to disobey Christ? How do 
we measure guilt, but by measuring the 
importance and bearings of the command 
disobeyed ? But in this case the human 
mind falters in the attempt to grasp either 
the one or the other. It can only cast a 
vacant, frightened stare at the bottomless, 
boundless ocean of guilt that stretches far- 
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andtiride before it, when contemplating 
this subject. One would think that the 
heart of every minister who knew his du- 
ty but did it not» who could, but did not 
go to the heathen, would be torn by the 
arrows of the Almighty, and that a fear- 
ful looking for of judgment would haunt 
his dying bed. 
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CHAPTER IV, 

]l£SOLUTION IVr 

Whereas, twenty of the twenty-eight m!s- 
sionaAes now at these islands were encouraged 
hj professors in Theological Seminaries, presi- 
dents of colleges and other ministers, to dismiss 
the thought of hecoming missionaries to the hea- 
then and stay at home ; and whereas the number 
communicated to this meetingf who thus advised 
them amounts to sixty-two : it is of course evi- 
dent that this is a prevalent practice, — and, there- 
fore, • 

Resolved, That all who use such influence 
are guilty of the blood of 'the heathen. 

Our Fathers and Brethren, will not, we 
trust, jregard the aboVe resolution as evi-' 
dence that we cease to honor and love 
them ; but will, on the contrary, find ip 
it a tribute of respect to their ministe- 
rial vocation, which requires them in 
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their efforts to* save men ,to resemble 
Levi, '' who said unto his father and to 
his mother, I have not seen him ; neith- 
er did he acknowledge his brethren, 
nor knew his own children." 

The inquiries which have been made 
in reference to clerical influence, ope- 
rating to obstruct our missionary course, 
have developed nothing to surprise* a re- 
flecting mind. It is not surprising that 
men, who regard the United States as 
the field of highest promise for their 
own labors, should feel reluctant to ad- 
vise others to exchange it for a foreign 
country ; and that while they look with 
interest on the world's conversion as a 
whole, it should be difficult to bring the 
claii;ns of the heathen to bear upon in- 
dividuals. It IS easy to give one's high 
approbation to the missionary enterprise, 
and to commend the self-denial of the 
Lord Jesus, who became poor for us, 
and tp find in Paul the highest style of 
a Christian,- while he doefl not himself 
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intiitate their example. How dhall su^h 
a man assist other?' to imitate them in 
this particular? One deliberating on his 
duty to^ abstain from strong drink will 
not generally speaking, find his convic- 
tions strengthened, by consulting him who 
still indulges in the use of it. Nor will 
he who can, but does not become a 
missionary recommend to much purpose 
that others become so. True, proper 
counsel may be given to another, by one 
who does not himself follow it. Men 
. may enjoin repentance* on others, while 
their own hearts are unbroken ; and 
temperance, while they indulge in drink- 
fng ; and they may recommend missipns 
to others, while they themselves stand 
aloof. It is, however, worthy of Remark 
here, that the preaching of such "men 
becomes less and less pungent, as the 
circumstances calculated to give force 
to what they say are more favorable. 
For example; a private Interview is bet* 
ter adapted to impress one with the duty 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



^63 DUTY or THIS OEIWA^ON 

of immediate consecration of the heart 
to God» than a seimon in the great con- 
gregation; and pastoral labors with an 
individual in private are peculiarly blessed, 
Mrhen the pastor himself feels deeply in- 
terested in the subject of conversation. 
But if one preach to display himself^ and 
a hearer should be awakened and ask 
counsel, the result would be to assuage 
his alarm. So if one advocate missions 
as a popular ^ theme, and an individ- 
ual inquiring after duty, visit him fbr 
private consultation, the effect wOl be 
to moderate the flame which is kiod- 
ling in his bosom. It is a law of our na-- 
ture, that the nearer we come in contact 
with a man's heart, the better we shall feel 
how it beatd, and the more shall We be 
influenced by the emotions whicTi fill it* 
The fact, then, that sixty, who advocate 
missions in general, recommend that the 
individuals who consult them should not 
themselves engage personally in missions 
will surprise us loss on reflection, than at 
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• 
its first announcement. A writer in the 
Apocrypha says, with much common 
sense» ^* Consult not with one that sus- 
pecteth thee ; neither with a coward in 
matters of war ; nor with a buyer, of 
selling; nor with an envious man, of 
thankfulness; nor with an unmerciful 
man, touching kindness; nor with the 
slothful, for any work." 

It may be ordinarily expected, that the 
officers of Colleges and Seminaries, and 
settled ministers^ will dissuade young 
men from going abroad at tiie same time . 
that they commit the world's conversion 
to the rising generation 1 They will not 
directly object. If one inquire, " Shall I 
become a missionary?-* they will insist 
that the cause of missions is a worthy 
one, but that all can not and ought not 
to engage in it. There are promising 
and important fields open and opening in 
our native land , the men v?ho have the * 
tongue of the learned and eloquent, are 
especially adapted to otif country and 
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times. « You should," say they, "weigh 
the matter well ; perhaps others of a 
more plodding nature, and dry and husky 
manner, would answer equally well for 
the heathen. Influence and talents are a 
precious gift to be appropriated in the 
best possible maniier." With further re- 
marks, the subject is commended to his 
prayerful consideration. The young mi^n 
departs^ flattered with the kind thoughts 
of his instructor and guide, concerning 
his adaptedness to labor in his native 
country, a point he would gladly have 
magnified, till he may safely remain ih it. 
Such a conference is grateful ; a leaven 
likely to work, a seed quick to spring up 
and grow. By-and-by they meet again^ 
and the instructor says, ^' I have a letter 

from the church in , and they wish a 

minister, and should you, upon due ddlib- 
eration, decide not to leave your country, 
I should take pleasure in recommending 
you to that church and people.'' Is It 
not to be expected that hewiU yield to 
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the $pplicatbn, and the heathen in this 
way te left to perish t If so> where is 
their blood ? 

So ako, when a young man has a call 
from a church, and asks counsel, '' Shall 
I hearken unto them, or shall I forbear V* 
It will perhaps be replied, "They are 
united in this call ; it may be the voice 
of Providence — the ^oice of God to you, 
and it is not safe to resist Him that speak- 
eth." The young man will probably 
yield.to this advice, for it meets his own 
wishes. He would fain hope that the 
Lord gpeaks to him through that church, 
though complying with its call is opposed 
to the revealed will of Christ, requiring 
his gospel to be preached to the heathen. 
In this way the heathen are left to perish, 
and where is their blood resting ? Is not a 
portion of it with those masters In Israel, 
who do not themselves enter into the mis- 
sionary work,btit hinder also those about to 
engage in it? Reverend Fathers, we speak 
as unto wise men, jud^e ye what we say. 
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The following are a few examples, 
among many which might be presented, 
of an influence hindering young men from 
being missionaries to the heathen^ so that 
few withstand it from year to year. 

*• While passing," says one, " from New 
York to Philadelphia in a steamboat, I 
fell into conversation on missions with a 
number of the passengers, among whom 
were several ministers and candidates for 
the ministry. The conversation was in- 
teresting, and it was hoped would be 
profitable. At length the company'was 
joined J>y the Rev. Dr. — — , a member of 
the Board. He" spoke pleasantly on the 
subject of missions, but remarked, that, 
on that subject as well as others, young 
men were likely to become enthusiastic, 
and needed to be cramped a little. The 
impression on the minds of all was, that 
he thought foreign mission were occupy- 
ing too much attention.'' 

" When at Princeton, N. J.," says an- 
other, " after having determined to be- 
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cornea missionary, I was visited by a 
clergyman from the Mississippi valley, 
who spent a great portion of two days in 
endeavoring to show me that the claims 
of that valley upon me were so great, 
that I ought at once and forever to aban- 
don the idea of carrying the gospel to the 
heathen. Another clergyman in the 
same valley wrote to me, at length, argu- 
ing that I was peculiarly adapted to labor 
there, while persons of New England 
were as suitable ones for the missionary 
service as I. Having, as he supposed, 
proved that I ought not to be a missioiK 
ary to the heathen, he closed thus, * But 
I would not throw a brush in your way.' " 

Another says, " Not a year before I 
left the United States, I had the privilege 
of listening to the plea of an excellent 
man, who is eminently devoted to the 
West. He said. The world is our field, 
and you, brethren, must look at the whol^ 
world, and select that portion of it where 
you can do most for the salvation of the 
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whole. I suppose some of you intend to 
preach the gospel to the heathen. If this 
is the case with any, I Mfould not, for the 
world, do any thing to alter their deds- 
ion. If therefore, brethren ^ any of you 
have decided to become foreign mission* 
aries,you will not regard my remarks as 
addressed to you ; while I present some 
reasons to show that thpse who are un- 
decided can Jo more for the salvation of 
the world, l^ laboring in the valley of 
the. Mississippi, than they could in any 
other field. By going there you may do 
much in a short time.' By going there, 
you may be the means of raising up a 
church, which will send forth and support 
many foreign missionaries." This was at 
Andover. The same agent at Princeton 
Seminary became so earnest as to assert, 
that in his opinion, it was the duty of ev- 
ery student then in the Seminarj', to la- 
bor in the Great Valley ; and if it were 
possible that one hundred students of the- 
ology, who understood well the English 
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language^ and were adapted to labor in 
the United States, were assembled in 
China, it would be the duty of all of them, 
could means be obtained, to return to the 
Mississippi valley. We ask, in view of 
such statements, how the heathen world 
can be saved, if young men, not only 
need not go, but those who have gone, 
should return 7 And if such views dis- 
suade young men from going, does not 
the perdition of the heathen, rest, in no 
small degree, on those who employ such 
arguments ? 
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RESOLUTION V. 

RasoLVBB, That as example is better than pre* 
c^tf those qiinisters in our country, who are 
more especially engaged in arousing the a^tten- 
tlon of the churches to the missionary enterprise^ 
can in no way so effectually promote the object, 
as by becoming themselves foreign missionaries. 

In examining missionary reports, we 
see that a considerable number of men 
are employed in managing what m^y be 
called the home machinery of foreign 
missions — in traveling among the church* 
es, visiting ecclesiastical bodies and theo- 
logical seminaries, oiganizing and man- 
aging the various concerns of missionary 
societies, &c,, and this class of persons is 
supported by the churches at no inconsid- 
erable expense. The object is, to excite a 
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missionary spirit in the churches, awaken 
sympathy in behalf of the heathen, collect 
funds, Sstnd turn the niinds of pious youth 
to the missionary work. But the ques- 
tion is, do these pien take the most direct 
and. effectual way to accomplish their olh 
ject ? Is there not a better way ? Let 
lis look at it. Mr. A. is an agent of the 
Board, and as such^ attends a meeting of 
the Synqd of Pittsburgh. He there 
makes an animated and eloquent appeal 
ir4 behalf of the heathen,; and a hamy 
impression is produced. Some feel^n 
the subject, and resolve within themselves 
to do more than they have done foiffhe 
heathen. Others talk of going on mis- 
sions, if it were not for their families, 
their ages, or their peculiar circumstan- 
ces. It may be, too, if the matter is ur- 
ged, that the Synod will t|^e some ne^w 
order on the subject i a Resolution or two 
may be adopted in reference to it, and 
the ministers will return to their people 
and^ach one preach a missionary sermon. 
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But how much is usually gaioed by aa ef- 
fort of this kind, towards the conversion 
of the world ? A slight aad ephemeral 
interest in missions may be excited ; the 
contributions of a few churches may be 
temporarily increased, and some may 
pray for' the object for a season, with un- 
usual fervor ; but the poles are not wider 
from each other than such an effort is 
from that which should be produced on 
the minds of Christians, in reference to 
the% unevangelized part of mankind, 
neither is the ** early dew" greatly more 
evaj^scent than such an impression. 

But the business of the Synod dosed, 
agent A. crosses the river to All^bany 
Seminary, with a view to lay the subject 
of his agency before the students. He. 
urges home ufl^n them» with his wonted 
zeal and power, tlie claims of the hea- 
then; draws such a picture of their igno- 
rance, misery, and degradation as to ex- 
cite the sympathies of every heart, and 
speaks ia fearful terma of the guilt of 
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miBisters in refusing to obey the last 
command of Christ. He goes also to the 
private Footns of the students, and ac- 
companies th^m on their walks, \n^ order 
to feel their missionary piUse, and pincK 
their consciences on this subject. But 
any one can see that all the ^hile the ; 
agent is beating against a head wind and 
a tremendous currei)it, and he must pos- 
sess no ordinary skill in this species of 
navigation to make any progress. The 
native selfishness of the human heart is 
not in his favor, and the entire influence 
of his own example sets hard against 
hfan. Every home thrust he makes i& 
liable to be thrown back at himself. 
Every appeal that goes forth from his 
lips must grapple with ^ powerful nullifier 
in the bosom of every student, while they 
can with propriety retort, "Physician, 
heal thyself;*' and the object presented, 
after all that may be said, is of no more 
importance to the students than it is to the 
agent. If it . demands their personal en- 
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listment, it demands his. The result is, 
that none of' the students resolve to go 
on an embassy of love and mercy to the 
dying heathen, through agent A.'s per- 
suasions. They love the cause of mis- 
sions, and acquiesce in the sentiment that 
the missionary crov^n is the brightest and 
noblest of all diadems, but they can not 
aspire to it. They will do all in their 
power at home to forward the cause, just 
as the agent does. But if it is tolerable 
for him to remain at home to pliead for 
the heathen, it is no less so for them. 
Here the matter ends. 

The agent next appears before one of 
largest congregations in the city^ with 
the same object before him. He has a 
warm heart and an eloquent tongue, and 
preaches a thrilling sermon on the sub- 
ject of missions* But what is'the amount 
of his success among these various classes 
of Christians ? Just such as might be ex- 
pected. Some information is circulated 
in regard to missions, a degree of atten- 
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tion is excited, and a trifling sum of mon- 
ey, compared with the object, is brought 
into the Lord's treasury, to support the 
gospel among the heathen. This is, in 
amount, the. success of all our missiona- 
ry agents. Now, is this accomplishing 
the object that needs to be accomplished? 
Is a trifling sum of money and the pray- 
ers of the churches going to convert the 
heathen ? No, never, while effects must 
proceed from appropriate causes. Our 
missionary agents fail entirely in obtain- 
ing the main thing, and almost the only 
thing needful to carry on the work,namely, 
men to enter foreign fields. And they must 
fail, so long as they say to others, " This 
is the way, walk ye in it,*' but do not 
walk in it themselves. 

He that hath ears to hear, let him hear, 
and we will suggest a more excellent 
way. Let our agents, those recruiting 
officers in Christ's, army, themselves 
buckle on the armor and take the foreign 
field, if they would bring out the united 
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Strength of the churches, to bear down 
upon the undisturbed empire of Satan. 

Take a brief illustration. On a cold 
and bleak winter's evening a child in 
agent A.'s neighborhood is missing. The 
family is in deep affliction, and all the 
neighbors, Mr. A. among the rest, are as- 
sembled to show their sympathy for 
the weeping parents, and to do what they 
can to find the little wanderer. But Mr. A. 
holds the highest rank among them all for 
vigor of body, active enterprise and pure 
benevolence, and the eyes of all are turn- 
ed to him for direction and example. 
Now what part will he act on this affect- 
ing occasion? Will he attempt to do his 
part by proxy ? Will he show his sym- 
pathy for the afflicted family, and his 
compassion for the object of their grief, 
by exhorting his neighbors to turn out 
and search for the child amidst the drifting 
snow, while no reason whatever appeared 
why he may not himself as properly turn 
out as any of them ? His exhortations 
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and appeals, though eloquent as those of 
Cicero, and powerful as those of Demos- 
thenes, if not absolutely insulting to his 
neighbors, would certainly come with an 
ill grace from him, so long as he took cai*& 
to keep near the fireside. He would be 
looked upon as one of those who say and 
do not; who say, *'Be ye wanned, and 
be ye filled, but give not those things 
which are needful foi the body." If any 
should conclude to go forth and brave the* 
rude blast, there is reason to think* it 
would be more from the impulse of their 
own generous feelings than through any 
thing Mr. A. could ^y. But let him 
take an other course, and instead of say- 
ing to others, oo, say, in all the earnest- 
ness of a yearning heart, " come, let u» 
to a man go forth; the child must be 
found , if possible, before we sleep.** How 
different would be the effect ! How hap- 
py ! Every heart would respond 'Amen, 
to such words, supported by such an ex- 
ample. And if the child were not saved. 
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it would not be for want of the ut- 
most efforts of all present. The applica- 
tion of this is too obvious to ^eed any- 
more words, 

• but it may be said that experienced 
agents, and secretaries must remain at 
home; in order to sustain operations 
abroad. They cannot be spared. There 
must be recruiting officers and commissa* 
ries at home, or the army oh the line will 
• suffer. True, but if all are recruiting offi^ 
V!ers and commissaries, there will be no ar- 
my to support ; and moreover, no recruit*- 
ing officer can hold a commission, who wlU 
not hold himself in readiness to be> drafted 
to the field 6f acti& at any hour. But in 
the warfare in which the church is en« 
gaged, if bur tactics^ are correct, the way 
to obtain resources for the war, both njen 
and means, is for every officer to set his 
face directly for the battle. Let no one 
be contented with* a home commission 
and half pay, while the forces abroa 
are so weak, and the enemy so powerful. 
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Let no man be held at home by an agency 
or secretaryship, while those who go to 
the heathen are so scattered and few. 
Let no one imagine that he can arouse 
the churches to the missionaiy work, or 
persuade men to go abroad, by appeals, 
arguments or demonstrations, unless he 
himself is aroused and persuaded by them 
to go. . 

But let us return to agent A. Suppose 
he should give up his ^igenby and resolve 
to become a foreign missionary. In this 
character, he appears again before the 
Synod of Pittsburgh. O how different 
the feelings towards him. He has no la- 
bored sermon or formal address now to 
deliver before his fathers and brethren ; 
and he needs none, for hi3 circumstances 
speak forth the truest eloquence. Should 
he only repeat the laconic remark of an 
eminent missionary now gone to his rest, 
when about to leave his native shores, 
" Fathers and brethren, I am goiiig down 
into the wel|, now you hold on to the 
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rope," even this would leave a deeper 
and happier impression than all his ap- 
peals as an agent. Formerly, he* was as 
a very lovely song of one that hath a 
pleasant, voice and can play well on an 
instrument; but now his actions utter 
"thoughts that breathe and •words that 
burn." He now has every advantage. 
Why ? The reason is given *in the res- 
olution ; ** example is better thto pre- 
cept," The fact is, the man is now go- 
ing, actually going to the heaithen, (a 
thing so strange that his friends can 
hardly realize it,) while before he only 
exhorted othprs to go. That was spec- 
ulation, this is matter of fact. That 
was talking, this is acting. 

We may imagine him also to go to 
the Seminary and address the same 
class of students as he did when an 
assent. But how differerit the impression 
here - also ! There is no escaping his 
home thrusts or bold conclusions now, as 
formerly. He is not now looked upoQ 
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as a mere " finger-lboard," pointing to the 
way, but not walking in it — not as one 
who says but does not ; but rather as one 
whose high and holy principles are beau- 
tifully illustrated by his conduct. There 
is no resisting the influence of such' a 
character. The sludents feel at oace 
that every appeal he makes has a point to 
it, and barbs upon it, and goes to the 
heart And whep he appears before the 
great congregation, or ia the private cir- 
cle, the. effect is the same. His circum-^ 
stances and bis actions speak. The atti- 
tude in which hestands before the church- 
es, removes him out of the reach of sus- 
picion, and calls forth the sympathies and 
co-operation of many hearts before en- 
tirely indifferent to his undertiaJdng. 

What we have to say on this point, 
then, is briefly this, let men — ^agents, sec- 
retaries and others, go abroad in sufiicient 
i^umbers, and the churches will come up 
to the work,^ and comparatively few 
agents will be Beeded ; and the necessa- 
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ry ones wilJ be found of the very best 
kind, in those whom Providence has dis- 
charged for various reasons from the for- 
eign service, and who can testify to what 
they have seen* 
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RESOLUTION <VI. 

Besolved, That we approve of the sentiment 
expreesed by one at the last annual meeting of the 
Board, namely, *' That if the Board had the moral 
courage to enter on their minutes this resolution, 
* We wnx ourselves go to the heathen,' it 
would hasten the conversion of the World five 
centuries ;" and it is our opinion that If the 
Board would act up to the spirit of this proposal, 
they would hasten the conversion of the world 
incalculably more than they will by any services 
which they can perform at home. 

If a dark tract in immensity were to be 
enlightened by the existing heavenly bod- 
ies, the SUN must not say to Mars, " Go 
thou ;•* nor Jupiter to one of his moons, 
** Go thou ;" nor Saturn to his rings, " Go 
ye." The satdUtes ivould respect the 
wisdom of their centres too much not to 
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imitate their example/ and the centred 
respect themselves and their Maker too 
much, to commit the thick darkness to 
the lesser lights. The powerful kings of 
day would themselves move thither, en- 
circled with planets and comets, moons 
and 4U3teroids without nuihber. 

Thus also, on earth, when the emperor 
goes to battle, the whole army follow af- 
ter. So, likewise, in the religious system, 
uohen the good and the great themselves 
go to the heathen, the conversion of 
the world will be hastened. The whole 
community will awake ; they will believe 
the work of missions to the heathen is an 
important one, and they will enter on 
it. The young men in colleges and 
seminaries will decide to go, when the 
presidents and professors do; and the 
younger brethren of the settled ministry 
•can not excuse themselves when the fath- 
ers can not. 

It is unspeakably desirable that the 
members of the Board themselves should 
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go to the heathen, that thu^ a decisive 
blow may be struck to demolish a system 
of caste amoag ChristiaQs, which hiaders 
the progress of the gospel more than the 
cBstes of Indial For instance, if la. man is 
settled, he is exempted from going himseif 
to the heathen. 

If he has a family, he is exempted from 
going himself to the heathen. 

If he is spedally adapted to be useful 
at home, he is exempted from going. 

If he has not gone till he is thirty-five 
or forty years old, he is exempted from 
going. He is not among that class of 
men to whose personal efforts the con^ 
version of the world is supposed to be 
committed. The command of the Re^ 
deemer does not reach him, nor the 
groans of the heathen. He washes hid 
hands, and says, *^I am pure from their 
bloiod^ let the tovno msn see to that $ those 
who are without children^ without a con^ 
gregatioUf without a college^ without a semi' 
nar^f unthaut great prospective usefulness.^* 
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We earnestly pray that the members of 
th^ Board would, by going forth them- 
selves, abolish these distinctions^ these tra* 
ditions of men. They have no more place 
in the Bible than the caste of the Hindoos- 
They do not accord w^ith the spirit and 
cotfduct of the Apostles. One only of 
thirteen ^emai^ed in Jerusalem, — twelve 
went abroad. The maxims of which we 
speak did not hinder them, as they do 
Christians now ; they did not as now, in- 
terpose a great gulf between the gospel 
and lost nations. Such maxims must not 
influence the church, if she would teach 
all nations ; because under their influence 
missionaries can not, to any great extent 
be obtained. Few of the young will go ; 
and these few will, by the time they reach 
the field of their labor, begin to have 
fiimilies, or begin to be old, and slide into 
some one of the classes on which the heathen 
have no claim I 

ReT^rend Fathers and Brethren ! We 
earnestly pray that the resolution, " Wb 
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may be passed by you. The life or death 
of thousands and millions, we believe de- 
pends on your adopting it. The spirit of 
it must be acted on, as the salvation of 
the world is important. It must be acted 
on, as Jesus is worthy of the travail of his 
soul. It must be acted on, as you would 
be pure from the blood of all men. 

We can not too earnestly pray, that 
the mernbers of the Board may feel and 
act in this momentous crisis ; that they 
would arise and go : for the obstacles in 
their way are so great, that their over- 
coming them could not fail to give a 
strong impulse to the churches, and facili- 
tate, incalulably, the progress of religion 
at home and abroad. 

Let the members of the Board go them- 
selves to the heathen ; it would help to 
fulfill the text, " I will overturn, overturn, 
overturn it ; and it shall be no more, uutil 
He come whose right it is ; and Twill give 
it Him." Let the members of the Board 
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themselves go to the heathen ; it would 
produce a convulsion, a moral earthquake { 
it would open the windows of heaven, and 
break up the fouAtains of the deep ; the 
sea would retire, and Jordan be driven 
back,' the mountains would skip like rams, 
and the little hills like lambs. What ailed 
thee, O thou sear that thou lOieddest ; thou 
Jordan, that thou wast driven back ; ye 
mountains, that ye skipped like rams, and 
ye little hills like lambs ? Tremble thoii 
earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the 
presence of the God of Jacob, who not on- 
ly turned rock into standing water, and 
flint into fountains of waters, in the days 
of old, but who makes a new and better 
thing,THE MEMBERSOF THE AMER- 
ICAN BOARD APOSTLES TO THE 
HEATHEN! 
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Resolution vii* 

Resolved, That the present popular doctrine of 
(Committing in a great measiire, the work of mis* 
sions to the rising generation of ministers, is en- 
tirely delusive,, and tends to keep the heathen 
world still in bondage ; since it is unreasonable 
to expect that the youth, who shall be brought 
Torward, will be more influenced by the exhorUi- 
tiohs than by the example of those who are en- 
gaged in training them, and with whom they may 
be conversant. Resoived, notwithstanding, that 
pious youth in colleges and seminaries, be urged 
to stem the tide of unfavorable influence exerted 
upon them by those already in the ministry, and 
that their obligation to be missionaries is in- 
creased, rather than diminished, by the delinquent 
cy of others. 

It b not possible for the coming gener- 
ation to discharge the duties of the pres- 
ent, whether it respects their repentance^ 
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faith, or works; ajad to commit to them 
oar share of preaching Christ crucified to 
the heathen, is like Committing to them 
the love due from us to God and our 
neighbor. The work of missions may be 
left to others, but each one must be re- 
sponsible for his own neglect. The Lord 
will require of us that which iscommitted 
to us. 

Again ; the transfer, if it were possible, 
is not safe. We need for ourselves the 
blessings promised to the benevolent. 
We need for ourselves, to forsake all 
things for Christ, to count all as dross for 
his sake, and to allow nothing to prevent 
•us from preaching his unsearchable riches 
to the ends of the earth. We need to dp 
these things, lest we fail of eternal life. 
The present generation can preach the 
gospel to the heathen. The men are al- 
ready educated. Otlier means are ready. 
God requires it as a present duty. Why 
then do the churches commit it to the 
young ? It is unsafe, an injury to souls 
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in Christian, as well as heathen lands. 
Would not Paul have been cast away, had 
he been disobedient to the heavenly 
vision ? And Peter, would he not have 
denied his Lord again, had he refused to 
preach to. the family of Cornelius ? What 
was I, said he, that I could withstand 
GOD? What are we, of this generation, 
that we should commit to our sons and 
daughters the world's conversion? It 
should not be, unless we are prepared to 
surifender our hope of personal salvation ; 
unless we are ready to give a quit-claim 
deed to all right and title to an inheritance 
in heaven. 

Again ; It not only endangers our own 
souls, to commit the missionary work to 
the young; — it is leaving most of the 
present generation of the heathen to perish / 

Before the young men and wOmen can 
be sought out, and consecrated, and edu- 
cated, and sent, half a generation — three 
hundred millions — will die. 
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Again ; the substitutes which are count- 
ed on, it is to be feared, will not be ob- 
tained. 

Thte past history of missions favors iius 
apprehension. — The world has long beea 
under the influence of this scheme^ 
of committing the heathen to the next 
generation. It is the way our fathei*s 
have done; they left it to us. The 
present history of missions leads to 
the same conclusion. Only a few — prob- 
ably none — are actually prevailed on to 
go by parents who withhold themselves. 
Men will still resemble their fathers. The 
young Ethiopian will not be white, though 
the parents enjoin it; nor the young leop- 
ard without his spots, though the old ones 
advise it ; nor will the young bramble 
bear grapes, merely through the recom- 
mendation of the parent stock. The chil- 
dren in Sabbath schools, academies and 
colleges will not, by the advice of their 
parents, become missionaries. They will 
be ministers at home, presidents, profes- 
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sors, candidates for the West, members of 
the Board, men to make speeches, editors, 

and MEN TO LAY THE CONVERSION OF TIfE 
WORLD ON THEIR CHILDREN ! The doc- 

trine, committing the world's conversion 
to others, must change, or the course of 
nature must, or the present generation of 
youth will not be apostles. It may be 
said that God can dispose them to be. 
And so it may be said, that he can dis- 
pose the trees and stones to be. We may 
hope that the coming generation in Africa 
will be an intelligent and religious race, 
almost as well as that the coming genera- 
tion in America will be a missionary race, 
jf the doctrine under consideration con- 
tinues to prevail. 

If the churches are prepared to give the 
conversion of the world to God alone, let 
it be so understood. Let them give it 
back to Him, not transfer it to their chil- 
dren, among the rubbish of their estates. 
Let them not say, "Here, my children, is 
a world of heathen souls, among other 
»* 
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things left us by our ancestors, for wifose 
salvation we have found neither time nor 
heart, and we leave it for you to dispose 
of as you may be able." God will not 
crown this mode of operation with his 
blessing. Though Moses and Samuel 
stood before him, his mind could not be 
to it. Though Worcester, Evarts and 
Cornelius were back again, it could not 
be. It is delusive to expect success from 
it, under the present arrangements of the 
divine government. The doctrine keeps 
the world in bondage; it has done so, and 
will, as certainly as that the sun will give 
light by day and the moon by night. The 
missionaries who may go under the prev- 
alence of such a doctrine, are few ; they 
are merely exceptions to the gefier^l law. 
JMissionaries among the heathen build 
yards about their houses, to prevent their 
children from having intercourse with the 
natives, lest they should imbibe their spirit 
and imitate their deeds. If the youth of 
America are not waUed off from the spirit 
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and example of their parents, aqd the 
Ghristiaa community, they will imbibe 
their spirit, and imitate their conduct. 

Every broad way, avenue and lane, in 
which honor, influence and usefulness 
walk now, will be open to them; the 
great West will be the great West ; the 
East, South and North will invite them ; 
stmilar motives will grasp and bind them; 
and the poor heathen are left to be»cared 
for by the next generation ; in other 
wprds, are left to perish with an everlast- 
ing destruction. 

The impression that we are converting 
the world by traiuing others for it, is ex- 
tremely insidious; so much so, that it finds 
Its way into tl*e. views and plans of almost 
ail in our country ; of those even, who 
feel most deeply interested in missions, 
and who stand in the watch-tower. Any 
one may be satisfied with the justness of 
this remark, by reading the concluding 
passages in the Report of the American 
Board, for 1835. For while it contains 
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much to be approved and commended, 
we are pained to find in it no intimation 
that it is the duty of any already in the 
ministry to become missionaries, but that 
the laborers are yet to be found among 
the young. The following paragraphs are 
from the reports : 

*♦ The work now remaining to be per- 
formed by each church, of searching out 
young men from its bosom and conducting 
them forward to the ministry ought to have 
been done ten or fifteen years ago. But 
from want of foresight, the candidates are 
to be found, and a. ten year's course of' 
education to be gone through, when the 
men, all ready for the service, are actually 
wanted at this very hour. • Owing to this 
neglect, the progress of Christianity among 
' the l^athen must be retarded, nations of 
idolators be left to continue such, and all 
the blessings of gospel light must be with- 
held from millions of the human family, 
till the messengers can now be found, and 
qualified, and sent forth. Surely, then, 
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there should now, at this late period, after 
fioinuch criminal delay, be no further pro- 
crastination. The trumpet should be 
blown on every high place of Zion, and 
the call be made, WHO WILL GO FOR 
US? 

But what is the church actually doing, 
even now, to raise up the thousands of 
missionaries who ought to be sent into the 
field during the next ten years ? Is she 
not permitting things to take pretty mocH 
their own course, without great effort or 
anxiety, or thought directed to this vital 
point ? Every one who honestly pleads 
this cause, is authorized by the Lord Jes^s 
to enjoin it upon the churches to bring 
forth the young men as workmen in this 
vineyard ; and to enjoin it upon the young 
men to come forth, and consecrate them- 
selves to this work. Why should there 
not be a day of solemn fasting and 
prayer appointed by each church, in view 
of the guilty and perishing condition of 
the world ? Why should not each church 
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take into sober consideration what is its 
proportion of the men requisite to evan* 
geli^e the world ? ' Why should not the 
minister, the elders and deacons, or other 
approved and judicious persons, meet by 
appointment and look over the church 
catalogue and select the specific number 
of those young members who possess the 
fundamental gifts and graces ? Let them 
b^ the brightest and holiest sons of 
the church. Let them be assembled 
in presence of the church and the 
church's Head, as were Barsabas and 
Matthias ; let th^em be prayed over, con- 
versed with, and their spirits raised to the 
claims and dignity of their high calling ; 
and let them there, before the altar, con- 
secrate themselves, and be consecrated by 
the church, to be her representatives and 
Christ's ambassadors, to publish salvation 
to the heathen. 

** What a meeting would that be in the 
eye of earth and heaven! how apostolical! 
how Christian! — Does any church fear 
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being weakened by suoh a draft made from 
her ranks, such a holy conscription? 
Must we not believe that the very burn- 
ings of Christian zeal which should inspirit 
her to such a measure, would add incal- 
culably to her unity and strength ? And 
would not the special presence of Qod, 
which would be invoked a,t such a meeting 
for consecration, hover over her, and be 
the cloud and the fire to protect and guide 7 
— better than bulwarks, — better than sons 
and daughters ? Must we not suppose that 
with such a church the Holy Ghost would 
dwell to edify and comfort ; and that on 
it the heavenly rain would come down, 
multiplying converts like the drops of the 
morning? How surely would such a 
church be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water, bringing forth her fruit in its 
season; her leaf also should not wither, 
and whatsoever .she should do should 
prosper I 

** It will fatally retard the progress of 
the gospel oyer the world, to leave the 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



100 DUTY OF THIS OBNBRATtOH 

work of obtaining missionaries to the 
slow action of education societies and 
agetfts, or to the influence which can be 
ejcerted over young men by general ap- 
peals. The individual branches of the 
church must feel a responsibility and 
themselves perform an important duty^ 
the whole must be taken up more in de- 
tail ; and the appeal must be carried to 
the consciences of individual young men, 
and they be made to feel that the ques^^ 
tions, in what manner, and to what extents 
fhey will obey the last command of Christ, 
are questions which they must personally, 
and in the fear of God decide. Christians 
must look foi-ward further, even than this ; 
and parents must begin early to instruct 
their children on all the parts of the mis-' 
sionary work, and train them up for bear- 
ing a part in it ; teach them to regard the 
cx)nversion of the world to Christianity as 
the noblest work in which they can en- 
gage* and to burn with zeal to be quali- 
fied for and engage in an enterprize so 
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henevolent and honorable. Parents 6anv 
-n their hearts and in their prayers, conse- 
trsite their children to this cause, an4 
make them feel how little the endear- 
ments of blood, and friendship, and home, 
are to be regarded, in view of the com- 
mand of Christ, and the rescue of the na- 
tions from death in sin and wo. 

" Will not ministers and churches then, 
bring forth their choicest spiritual chil- 
drem, and consecrate them to the ministry 7 
Wrll not fathers and mothers bring forth 
their beloved sons and daughters, and give 
them back to the Lord ? Young men and 
young women are not their own ; they 
are bought with a price ; let them, there- 
fore, glorify God with their bodies and 
spirits which are God's." 

The objection which lies against re- 
fiiarks like the foregoing, is not that the 
J'oung men are called upon to consecrate 
themselves to the cause of Christ among 
th? heathen, but that the work should be 
given so exclusively to them. It seems to 
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US that.thedain;ii3 of aur JLoird Jesus Christ 
extend also to the middle aged and the 
old ; and that it were better to say, that 
the nations must be left to perish for £fev- 
eral years to come, while the young are 
ia^training, not so much for want bf fore- 
sight, as because THOSE ALREADY 
EDUCATED ARE NOT DISPOSED 
TO GO. 

Again; those who honestiy plead the 
cause of, missions are authorized and com- 
manded to bring THEMSELVES to the 
work, and if they fail to dp so, they fail to 
be honest. Thou that sayest to another, 
"Stay not at home," dost thou stay at 
home? Thou that makest thy boast of 
the law touching missions, by breaking it 
dishonorest thou God?' And is not his 
name blasphemed among the gentiles 
through you ? 

Again ; If it be Apostolical for the min- 
i $tei*s, elders and deacons tp consecrate 
X\\e young meUf how much more — how ac- 
tually Apqstolicaii it would be, were they 
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copious would be the shower of blessings 
to crown such churches; better not only 
than sons^ and daughters, better also than 
elders and fathers. , 

. Again ; We heartily wish that p,ar«nts 
would early instruct their children in all 
parts of the missionary work; teach 
them to regard it a^ the noblest work in 
which they can engage; and to bum 
yf'ith zeal to engage in an enterprise so 
benevolent. We do indeed wish parents 
would make their children to feel, how 
little the endearments of blood and friend- 
ship and home are to be regarded, in 
view of the command of Christ, and the 
rescue of nations from death in sin and 
WQ. These things are devoutly to be 
wished. But the hope of them is a for* 
lorn one, so long as parents contradict 
.their instructions by their example; so long 
as they do not believe what they teaclu * 
so long as they do not think the mission- 
ary work the most honorable, benevolent 
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and noble ; so long as the endearments of 
Mood and friendship, and home are esteem- 
ed by them too important to be surrendered 
for the command of Christ, and the res- 
cue of nations. Such is the general fact 
with parents — such their feelings. How 
shall they teach their children ? Can 
they teach them ? will they teach them ? 
Of twenty or more young men at Ando- 
ver, who were at the same time agitating 
the question of their duty to become mis- 
sionaries, ALL BUT TWO WERE OPPOSED BY 
THEIR PARENTS, AND THESE TWO WERE THE 

SONS OP WIDOWS, Parents in the 
church, who have professed to forsake all 
for Christ, have been known to affirm, 
^hat they would sooner bury, their chil- 
dren^ than that they should be mission^ 
aries. The churches, and their overseen 
also, dissuade young men from going, and 
will parents urge them in despite of all 
this? The ordinaticea of heaven can as 
soon be disannulled, as that parents who 
withhold themselves, and are encouraged 
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in it by their pastors, should prevail on 
their children to go. If their children 
should go, it would be in spite of the 
counter current of kindred and blood ; 
it would be because Everlasting Strength 
takes them by the hai|d, and helps them 
to stem the tide of parental, pastoral, and 
fraternal influence, which sets against 
them. like an overwhelming flood. 

We pray for the young men The 
Lord give them ears to hear his voice, 
and hearts to feel that they are not theiit 
own. The Lord prevent them from hdld- 
ing themselves back, and from being held 
back by others. May they become an- 
other generation; altogether a right seed; 
valiant for the truth ; burning with zeal 
to honor God both by saying and doing. 
We write unto you, young men. Glori- 
fy God. Be the salt of the earth — the 
light of the world. Shine more brilliant- 
ly, if others are under a bushel. Your 
obligation to preach to the heathen is 
increased not diminished, by the failure of 
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your fathers. Overcome the wicked one ; 
be like angels, swift, aiid archangels, 
strong ; awake your fathers* and mothers, 
to aid you in the woA of Jesus ; wash ™ 
away as much as possible the blood that 
cleaves to them ; say to them, " Come ye 
with. us, and we will do you good." But 
if they refuse, bid them farewell ; arise 
AifD GO, for it is your duty to obey God 
rather than men. Be yourselves pure 
from the blood of all GIVE YOUR- 
SELVES TO THE APOSTLESHIP, and 
the heathen may be saved. But O ! give 
them not to your children, give them not 
to your children — for that would be to 
consign them to eternal ruin. 
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RESOLUTIOIf VIII, 

RfisoLVED, That the common plea used hy the 
ministry (^ unfitness for the missionary ser* 
VICE is not valid ; and tha| no fbosfects of tjse' 
FULNESS at home, hovriever great, are a sufficient 
reason for one^s not becoming a missionary. 

The missionary work is the work of 
the church. It was at first committed to 
the disciples generally, and it rests with 
them still. The Apostles, so far as ap^ 
pears fronj their history, were men of 
like passions with others, of various per* 
sonal characteristics^ similar to those 
which exist among the same number of 
men now. They were qualified to s&rve 
, God, and consequently to be missionaries ; 
for the terms of apostleship are similar tc^ 
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the terms of discipleship. He who Ipves 
the Lord with all his heart, and his neigh<» 
bor as himself — he who forsakes all things 
for Cnristy is a disciple ; and the disciple 
who is or may be qualified to instruct oth- 
ers in his native country, is, or may be 
qualified to instruct , his fellow men 
abroad*. 

The standards proposed for missionaries 
are not too high, unless higher than the 
standard found in the Bible. The danger 
is not here, but in the special application 
of the scriptural tests to the few who go 
or think of going to the heathen. This 
distinctipn •is unhappy. The unworthy 
are not thereby prevented from going, 
while some well adapted to the work are 
prevented; and many others shelter 
themselves under the hopeful lack of some 
of the specified missionahy qualificatioii9, 
whUe they are supposed to possess minis' 
ieriid qualifications. We fear that the 
unfitness whioh i» often pleaded, is merely 
an excuse ; for they who urge it will 
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Tenture to take upon them the care of 
colleges and seminaries ; they overcome 
their modesty and sense of unworthiness 
to such a degree as to occupy pulpits 
where the best graces of the heart and 
the highest powers and accomplishments 
of the mind are demanded. And yet, 
through some alleged infirmity of flesh or 
spirit, they are not worthy to teach the 
ignorant and barbarous ! 

Let it be remembered, no man, at 
home or abroad, can be too devoted ; no 
minister or missionary too well qualified. 
But the distinctions which are made as to 
fitness foT common ministerial B.nd foreign 
misswna/ry work, are without a good 
foundation, and retard the progress of 
truth. They lead many to excuse them- 
selves who ought never to be excused. 
The master hath need of many in the 
brge field white for the harvest; men of 
difierent temperaments and endowments ; 
men of few and many talents ; men full 
of the Holy Ghost and of &ith; and the 
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Iveak in faith he receives. The hand can 
not say, because I am not the head, I am 
not of the body. 

Those who make their unfitness an 
excuse, should weigh the subject again i 
they should make a trial of the service. 
Let them do what they can. The thing 
especially needed is, "a mind to the 
WORK." Who at the judgment will say, 
^ I left the heathen to die, because I was 
unfit to tell them to live ! I nbglbcted 
the command of Jesus, because I was un- 
fit to obey Jt I" 

But is it not oft^ner true, that where 
unfitness is alleged,, an idea that their tal- 
ents exceed the amount deatnanded in the 
missionary service, is the xml ground of 
difficulty I And are not candidates oft- 
ener dissuaded by others, on. the flatter-. 
, ing presumplion that their talents are of 
,too high an order, their prospects of use- 
fulness at home too great to be surren- 
dered? We turn, then, to that part of 
the resolution which affirms th^t no*pro^ 
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pects of usefulness at home^ however greats 
are a sufficient reason for one^s ntjit be* 
coming a missionary. 

Missionaries should be ftien who will 
do good anywhere; and consequently 
some amount of pi*ospective usefulness at 
home should not prevent them from going 
abroad. It will be generally admitted by 
the friends of missions, that the number 
is too large who remain with the hope of 
being more useful in their native country; 
'while on thfc other hand, it would be 
maintained, that in the case of many in« 
dlviduals, they can employ their talents 
to better pm'pose in Christian than in 
'heathen lands* 

We think, however, that no prospect* 
of usefulness at home, however great, are 
la sufficient reason for one*s not becoming 
a missionary to the heathen. Because, If 
it be a sufficient reason in the cftse of 
any, it might be pleaded by all, and thosif 
already in the field might return to their 
own land. It is not a sufficient reason, 
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because the most able and useful men 
are needed in the missionary work, and 
because their being occupied in it sub» 
tracts nothing from their usefubess in the 
United States, ao powerful and happy ts 
the reaction of benevolent efforts for for* 
, e.ign countries. 

1. If prospects of usefulness at home, 
however great, justify any one in not 
going to the heathen, it vM justify tnanyf 
perhaps alii in remaining at home. 

There is no line running a boundary 
between men's future usefulness, on the 
one side of which, as is supposed, several 
thousands are justified in standing, with 
one or two hundred of the less useful — 
the missionaries — on the other side. 
There -are no scales In which, if one's in- 
fluence be thrown, and it will not turn 
the beam, he must then give himself to 
the American Board. There is no height 
'given, to which, if a man in the United 
States can not rear a pillar, he must be 
stationed in Bombay or Sumatra, to build 
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there. And if these measures were 
found, who would apply the measure to 
the man? If left to himself and his. 
friends to determine, it will not be deci- 
ded that his prospects of usefulness are 
so small in his native country that it is 
his duty to become a missionary. No 
missionary, it is hoped, has ever gone on 
this ground, or ever will. And if none 
go but such as in the opinion of the ju« 
dicious and disinterested, qan not do n)uch 
at home, they ought not on that account^ 
to be sustained abroad ; a^d in either case 
the missionary work may be abandoned. 
We say abandoned, for, 

2. If prospects of usefulness in our 
country worthily prevent men from leav- 
ing it for missions, those who have left it 
ought to return. One hundred ministers 
in the foreign service might find one hun- 
dred posts at home like those occupied fey 
one hundred other ministers there, exert- 
ing no less influence on cotigregations, 
schools families and countiy. They 
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might cast in asmuch salt to preserve it, 
and send forth as much light to illuminate 
it, and speak and do as much in favor of 
missions. And the circumstance that an 
individual has already a congregation on 
his hands, in a heathen land, together 
with the time and expense of a passage 
h6me, are not to be accounted of much 
importance, compared with a location 
which affords him greater facilities for 
the exercise of moral power. Therefore, 
when one seriously affirms that, in his 
opinion, home affords the more promis- 
ing field for his exertions, the heathen 
field is, of course, lesg promising, and 
missionaries have eri;ed in entering on it, 
and must not continue in it, but return. 
And the churches must not only ac- 
quiesce in their returning, they must re- 
quire it. By their conduct they do re- 
qiiire it. Thousands of ministers are 
calling foreign missionaries to come and 
help them toil in that field where they ex- 
pect to find more pearls of great price 
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for the Redeemer's crown, than can be 
found in the isles of the South, in Green- 
* land's snowy mountains, or India's coral 
strand. They do not say in words, "Come 
and help us." They say, " Hold on, fa- 
vored of the Lord, would that I were 
worthy to be with you, but God hath 
kept me back from that honor." Thus 
thdir words, which are contradicted by 
their conduct. They say by their con- 
duct, "God hath prevented our wearing 
a missionary brown, by placing a richer 
one before us where ^Ive areP 

Fathers and brethren, ought not mis- 
sionaries to seek those richer crowns? 
Ought they not to repent having forsaken 
their native land ? For if on the score 
of more usefulness at home, you, who 
are there, abide there, we, who were 
there ought to have remained there. 
Fix your eye on a given individual — ^let 
it be yourself-— he must spend his days in 
the ynited States. Why? Because 
God has endowed him with a capacity 
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for great usefulness. The field of Asfa- iff 
too small for his capacity, and therefore 
he must labor in the American Union. 
That is to say, the further propagation of 
religion at home is more important than 
its introduction into foreign lands ; the 
claims of hundreds of millions in the 
darkness of heathenism, is less than the 
claim of a few millions of Christians. It 
must be insisted on, therefore, that if 
prospective usefulness be allowed to keep 
you at home, it calls ^reign missionaries 
back; it judges the* home claim to be 
more ponderous than the foreign ; that to 
preach the gospel to* fifteen millions who 
have it already, is better than to publish 
it to hundreds of millions who have it not. 
To determine to preach in the United 
States, on the ground of more usefulness, 
is to prevent the millenium, tnless Qod 
make of Christendom a moral sun, and sta- 
tion it, like the natural one, in the hea- 
vens, any the nations in darkness come to 
the light by the earth's revolution on heir 
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axis. But on the Bible plan of running 
to and fro, if any men — we need not 
mention indivi'duals, though we hav^ at 
this moment many useful ones in our eye 
—-if they remain in the United States to da 
more good,4hey caAnot with any proprie^. 
ty9 urge any one to go on missions. But 
they can and oughti in order to be consis- 
tent, to say by their words as they do by 
their conduct, ** The catm of missions is 
tiot at present uxnrthy*^ 

. We do not forget that ' this view, of the 
subject will be objected to on the ground 
that both the home and foreign field are 
worthy, that both should receive and do 
receive attention. We seem to hear you 
say, " We wish well to the heathen, the 
cause of missions is near our hearts, and 
we are exerting ourselves in it." This 
we do not question; but would kindly 
commend to your consideration^ whether 
you are exerting yourselves in the mission- 
ary cause in a way adapted to show that 
you feel it ;te be an important cause* Tb0 

B* 
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worthiness of the heathen world is such,, 
compared with the United States^ that 
you decide, individually, to continue 
among the fifteen millions m the ITnited 
States, with eight or nine thousand min- 
isters already there, and lesrve the six 
hundred millions to one bundrfd: mission* 
ariesi Is that givmg the foreign field so 
much importance that those in it are eh<> 
couraged to stay in it? And when yoa 
not only remain at home yourselves, and 
maintain in the general that some or ma- 
ny should go, but when it comes to indi- 
vidual cases, it is fbund that s^xty-two of 
you advise twenty or twenty-eight actu- 
ally at the Sandwich Islands not to go^ 
do you estimate the missionary work so 
highly that we are encouraged to con- 
tinue in it 7 And ought not the Boards 
the oi^an of the churches, if the churches 
deem the heathen world worthy, to be 
auUiorized in the name of the churches 
and their pastors to ask for the heathen 
five thousand of the settled or unsettled 
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Tftinisters in one year ? Instead of that, 
they ask for fifty or a hundred of the 
young men^ and obtain ten or twenty. 
And so of wealth, the millions are ex- 
pended on trifles, the thousands on the 
world's conver^on ! Fathers and breth- 
ren, allo^us to speak freely. Such is 
your estimation of the work in which you 
•are engaged, that none of you deem it 
your duty to help us in it, ^ut we are en- 
couraged to hope for aid from the youth 
now in rhe seminaries and colleges, and 
the children in the Sabbath Schools. 
And the churches under your care can 
sustain missionary operations for a sum 
many times less than they expend in either 
tea^ coffee^ or tobacco.. We do not exag- 
gerate* It is not necessary. The facts 
in the case are enough to move the hard^ 
hearts of men, and overwhelm the tender 
hearts of angels. MISSIONS ARE LOW 
JN REPUTE. True, it is said that the 
church should consecrate to this service 
her holiest BLXtibrightest sons, but it is not 
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supposed to be worthy of nien in their 
full strength, the brethren and fathersr 
Why this, if the foreign field is as worthy 
as that at home ? And, if not worthy, 
why do we not leave it ? We must, if 
prospects of usefulness are an excuse for 
ministers continuing in the United States 5 
we must return, and this missA be aban- 
doned. 

3, No prosnects of usefulness at home, 
however great, are a sufficient reason for 
one'3 pot becoming a missionary, because 
the missionary work requires the best and 
greatest talents. The strongest and wis- 
est will have no strength nor wisdom to 
spare, when laying the broad and deep 
foundations^ on which nations are to arise 
from ruins into a habitation for our God. 
The men to lift up China, whether they 
stand at the centre or at the four corners 
or sides, need to be able men. Three 
hundred millions drawn strongly down, 
will not move up lightly. So also the 
le63 populous portions of the globe. One 
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hundred thousand Sandwich blandeifB re*' 
quire the ablest men to transform them 
into an intelligent and Christian nation. 
It is a great error to talk of men as suit- 
able for missionaries because they are less 
endowed than others. As if the greater 
and more (j|j^cult work could be perform- 
ed by the weakest and poorest agents^ 
As if it were easier to navigate a shatter- 
ed ship, on a shallow, rocky sea, than a 
strong one in the open ^ocean ; or to ad- 
minister to the extremely sick, than to 
the comfortably ill ; or to legislate for a 
South American State, than a Plymouth 
colony. No ; more wisdom, more ability, 
more intellectual, as well as spiritual pow- 
er is necessary for the missionary work, 
than for ministerial labors in the United 
States. If one has special qualifications 
for writing books for children and yoyith, 
or for communicating instruction in 
schools, or for holding an audience. atten- 
tive to the truth which he utters from the 
pulpit or the hall of legislation, he is the 
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fiian called to the missionary field* He 
is especially adapted to the work, mid 
ought not to view such qualificatious as 
an indication that he must stay at home. 
The strongest of .the Apostles went 
abroad. And if the word of reconcilia- 
tion were committed to anigels, would 
they hesitate on the ^ore of t^eir great 
strength 2 Or would one missionate 
more zealously in Greece than his fellow 
in Greenland? Or his wing be more 
rapid, destined to New York than his to 
New Holland ? Not a whit ! O ! if the 
ransom of those who fell from heavea 
like stars to eternal night, could only be 
paid, and the inquiry^ o*f the Lord were 
heard among the fallen, ^' Whom shall 
we send, and who will go for us?" hold 
they back ? No, they fly like lightning to 
every province of hell, and the echo of 
salvation rolls in the outskirts as in the 
centre, a light shines in the darkest dun- 
geon, the heaviest chains are knocked off, 
and they rest not,till all is done that an- 
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gets ean do to restore them to their for^ 
mer vadated seats in the reahns of the 
blest* It were only to degrade them, to 
allow for a moment th£ft they stand there 
casting the hard service on one another's, 
shoulders, and prajring for easy and lucra- 
tive stations, and thinking the younger 
and weaker brethren will do for meanest 
spirits, while the mightiest are too well 
qualified, and so better employed in poU 
ishtng some {>illar already up in the New 
Jerusalem I 

Brethren and fathers, the good and 
the strong, that which you interpret a call 
to continue in the United States, the ma- 
ny talents or means of usefulness com- 
mitted to you, were not intended by the 
Master to disqualify you from obeying the 
last command ; you will not view it so in 
eternity ; let it not delude you now. 

4. The fourth reason why persons of 
the greatest present and prospective use- 
fulness at home should become mission- 
aries» is found in the fact that a person 
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benefits his countiy as much b j leaving it 
for missions, as he would by remaining 
in it. 

The doctrine of reflex influence is one 
of unusual interest. We believe in it, 
and so do the friends of missions gener- 
ally. It is an unanswerable argument in 
favor of any man's becoming a mission* 
ary. And the greater his talents, influ'* 
ence, and prospects of usefulness, the 
more like thunder does the. call come to 
his ears. He who has one talent, makes 
it two by going abroad ; he who has fifty, 
makes them a hundred. If he is to be 
b(3aten, who, having one talent, will not 
make it two, how much more he who 
has fifty, if he neglect to add to them 
other fifty. Only admit the doctriiie of 
reflex influence — and it is admitted — it is 
a maxim in missions — a settled principle 
— ^and there is an end to controversy, 
there remains . no ground for argument, 
and he who stays in our countty to an- 
swer it, is Vke the ancient sophists who 
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labored to make the worse appear the 
better cause. One might as well choose 
for a place of safety in a thunder storm, 
to cling to the top of a steeple by the 
lightning rod, as he may choose for the 
place of greatest usefulness the pulpit 
below, if situated in New England, or 
New York, or other favored parts of our 
land. The doctrine of reflex influence 
renders it unsafe to be located there. It 
places the watchmen at those posts in an 
attitude which no one should covet ; that 
of allowing immortal souls to fall from 
their arms into everlasting destruction. 
They could save many heathen, without 
injuring their country one jot or iota, yet 
they do not They might, from the same 
cup and basket which gives water and 
bread to their countrymen, quench the 
thirst and satisfy the hunger of the hea- 
then, and yet they do not. They might, 
with the same hand which opens heaven's 
gate to their countrymen, open it to the 
heathen, and yet they do nqt. They 
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kBOw to do good and they do it not. 
They prevent souls from entering in, and 
are like him who should cast heaven's in- 
habitants out. And who would desire 
the reputation of laying heaven waste ? 
Who that continues at home to be more 
useful does not lay it waste? The plea 
of more good to be done at home, in the 
face of the doctrine before us, is an utter 
absurdity — as absurd as that two are 
equal to four. It is a true and important 
• doctrine. Who can resist it and be in- 
nocent? It is a tremendous doctrine, 
adapted to produce pangs and throes and 
convulsions in Zion, that will not, can not 
be quieted, till nations are born, and the 
song heard in heaven and earth that her 
sorrow is no more remembered. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

RESOLtJTION IX. 

Eesolved, That family connections, simply 
considered, — as wife, children, and friends, — are 
not a valid reason, why ministers of the gospel 
should not become missionaries to the heathen ; 
and that, if it be admitted as a sufficient reason in 
their case, it is equivalent to a decision that — 
ottkec things being equal — ^persons similarly con« 
nectedf already on heathen ground, ought to re- 
turn home. 

An impression exists to a very wide 
extent in the cl>urches, that when a min- 
ister is once settled as pastor of a congre- 
gation, and has a family, be it small or 
great, he is no longer under obligation to 
go to the heathen. It is not expected of 
him. His choice is made and his lot fixed 
for Ufe, so that no one dreams of his going 
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abroad. Whatever may have been his 
duty when he first entered the ministry, 
it is now clear that he cannot go. How 
can he ? he has a family. It is to such 
that the above resolution is directed, with 
the hope that it may receive a candid con- 
sideration, as it aims to remove the im- 
pression mentioned above; an impression 
which we regard as more in accordance 
with a selfish and unhallowed public senti- 
ment, than with that golden law of Christ's 
kingdom, " Love thy neighbor as thyself/' 

Let it be borne in mind that the resolu- 
tion contemplates family connections $im* 
ply considered^ as being no valid reason 
why a minister of the gospel may not go 
to the heathen. That is, if he has no 
other good reason for remaining at home, 
he ought not to remain. He ought to go. 

In support of the sentiment contained 
in the resolution, we offer the* following 
remarks : 

L Self-denial is one of the most impor- 
tant and prominent duties to be learned 
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and practised in the Gbrislian life. ^* If 
any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up bis cross and follow 
me," may be put down as the very first 
lesson to be learned by the followers of 
tlie Lamb.. No object of pursuit, how- 
ever dear or valuable, must be allowed 
to stand in the way of implicit obedience 
to Christ. His authority is supreme, and 
attachment to Him must be supreme. 
Consequently where his claims or com- 
mands clash with the claims or commands 
of any other being, his must prevail, 
being paramount. If a right eye offend, 
it must be plucked out ; and if a right arm 
offend, it must be cut off. But this posi- 
tion is sufficiently evident without enlarg- 
ing. • 

2. The claims of kindred are mentioned 
l»y Christ as subordinate to his x^laims. 
** If any man come to me, and hate not 
his &ther and mother, and wife and chil* 
dren and brethren and sisters^ yea and his 
own life also, he cannot be mf disciple." 
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To hate, we understand to meiGin here, to 
hve kss — ^to cleave to with less petti- 
iiacity. From this passage it is plain that 
kindred can never lawfully be made aii 
excuse for disobeying the Son of God. If 
in order to obey a plain command of 
Christ, it becomes necessary to sever the 
ties of kmdred, they must be severed, and 
those who become disciples in truth, can 
do it on no other condition than this. 
Thus much is required of all disciples ; 
and will the ministry plead exemption ? 
Rather, are they not required and expect- 
ed, by reason of their office, to manifest a 
peculiar attachment to the Redeemer, and 
a more than ordinary spirit of self-denial T 
Now all who assume the sacred office, 
receive this one ana the same commission 
** Go ye into all the world and preach the 
go^el to every creatui^e ;** and they do it 
with the condition specified above in full 
view. At the same time ministers ar^ 
allowed, if not required, to have families, 
and thertfore to have families and yet 
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preach the gospel to the heathen, are by 
fair inference, not incompatible with each 
other. They are not made so by Christ, 
neither have they been so regarded by 
many, whose Example has shed a brilliant 
lustre upon the missionary enterprize, and 
whose names are enrolled among the 
great and good. But do not those minis- 
ters make them incompatible, who refuse 
to go to the heathen only because they 
have femilies? They take the commis- 
sion, but say, " Np, we cannot go into all 
the worid— we cannot go to the heathen 
world to preach the gospel, because we 
have families ^ others must go who have 
no families.'' A gentleman at the meet* 
ing of the B/)ard in Baltimore even ven- 
tured to say he had no conscience to oc* 
cuse him for not going to the.heaiheny be* 
ecmse Ms family was too large. Query. 
Why did he not go when he had no fam- 
ily? But how does this gentleman's ccm- 
soienee dispose of Luke 14: 26 — 33? Did 
he not decide before the Board, aiul do 
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0Ot all who think with him decide, that it 
is incompatible to have a family and yet 
obey the last command of the Savior? 
and that a man inust cleave to his kin- 
dred rather than Christ? The Apostles 
did not so learn Christ. If any of 
them had families^ which is probable, they 
certainly were never allowed to hinder 
them from preaching Christ to the heathen. 
Why should they hinder the apostles pf 
the nineteenth century ? 

3. If the principle be admitted, &at a 
minister who has a fiimily of children 
ought not* on this account, to go to the 
heathen, it is difficult to imagine how the 
heathea are to have the gospel preach- 
to them. Who is to preach it ? How 
many ministers are there in the United 
States who have no families — ^no wife, no 
children, no friends, to keep them back ? 
ThVir number is very small indeed ; so 
small, as to render the idea of committing 
to them alone thel conversion of the world 
in the highest degree chimerical. And 
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we dare not calculate largely on those 
who are coming forward to the ministry. 
For if they can not go who have families, 
they cannot who expect to have. The 
same arguments which the one adopts, to 
excuse himself on account of iiis present 
circumstances, the other may adopt to 
excuse himself on account of his pros- 
pective circumstances. The minister who 
has five children can not go, because to 
take them with him is out of the question, 
and to go without them is too great a 
sacrifice. But will this reasoning have 
no effect upon the mind of one who has a 
family in prospect? . Will he not, and 
ought he not, if the reasoning be correct, 
Btay at home, lest by going abroad he 
should probably be obliged either to part 
with hia children at a tender age, or ex* 
pose them to all the deadly influence of 
heathen society ? While such a doctrine 
prevails, the heathen ban as soon create 
themselves anew, as have the •gospel 
preached to them. But again, 

V 

F 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



134 BUTT OF THIS OBllBRATlOIf 

4. If family connections, such as wifet 
chilidrea and friends constitute a valid rea- 
son why a minister may not go to the 
heathen, then nearly all the missionaries 
in the foreign field have a valid reason for 
leaving It, and returning home* If the 
minister before referred to can not go on a 
mission because he can neither take his 
children virith him to a heathen land, nor 
leave them with his friends and go with* 
out the^it on what ground, we ask, can a 
missionary in Ceylon or the Sandwich 
islands justify himself, or be justified by 
others, either in retaining his children in a 
heathen land, or sending them home to 
the careoffneodsT 

There are but three things which a 
missionary can do with hiq children. 1. 
Train them up and educate them as well 
as he can on heathen ground, amidst all 
the pernicious influence that surrounds 
them ; % Send them home to the care of 
friends or guardians; or 3, Xeave the 
field and go home with them. To adopt 
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the course last mentionedi would be to 
well nigh abaadon all th'e missionary sta- 
tions now oocupied. on heathen ground, 
and extinguish our dearest hopes for the 
world's salvation. It would be to clothe 
the churches in mourning, and send a 
feeling of despair to every heart that 
knows a Savior's love. Therefore this 
course is seldom thought of by the faithful 
missionary. The verjr idea is chilling to 
his heart, and hi^ only alternative is to 
ohoo^e oae oi the two courses that remaiii 
namely, either to retain his children Uk a 
fpr^ign land, or part with them and send 
them to his native laud* Now the pastor 
at home h^ the same choice^ and », very 
great advantage in making it. He can 
either take his childr en with him on a 
missiion, or he can coQimit them to the 
care of pious friends or guardians, and go 
without them. In choosing either eour^e 
be'mus^ make a great sacrifice. This is 
evident. But sacrifi^ce is required of God's 
people, and especiaUy of his ministenf* 
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• 

Self-denial is the order of Christ's king- 
dom, and he who expects to serve Gk)d in 
the gospel of his Son, without making 
great sacrifices, is wholly mistaken as to 
the nature of his service. But in either 
case, his sacrifice is vastly less than that 
of the missionary who has a family in a 
heathen land. This we affirm without 
fear of of conthidiction. Does he choose 
to take his children with him? They 
have thus far been from the soul-polluting 
influence of barbarous manners and hab- 
its. They have breathed a comparatively 
pure moral atmosphere, and have all the 
advantages that a Christian community 
affords for their improvement ; none of 
which can be said of the missionaries' 
children. These have lived from their 
birth like lambs among wolves. They 
have been brought daily into contact with 
thos€ whose very touch is pollution in eve- 
ry sense, and mady of them haye acquired 
an evil stamp of character which may nev- 
er be erased while they are in the body. 
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Biit suppose he chooses the other alter- 
native^ and leaves^ his offspring to the care 
of suitable guardians. Here again he 
has the advantage every way. He is not 
under the necessity of seeking guardians 
for his children in another hemisphere, by 
means of a necessarily' very general cor- 
respondence, but is in the midst of a nu- 
merous circle of personal friends, from 
among whom, previous to his departure, 
he may choose such as to secure every 
reasonable prospect that his children will, 
during his absence, enjoy all the advan- 
tages of parental government and care 
— such as are personally known to both 
the parents and the children, and such as 
will be most likely to feel the responsibility 
of a natural parent. 

Far diflFerent is the case of the mission- 
ary in Bombay or Africa. He has beeu 
for years far away from.his native land; 
his circle of friends at home has been 
greatly diminished ; many have perhaps 
been removed' by death; others have in a 
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great degree forgotten him, or are not in 
circumstances to favor him by taking his 
children* And, in consequence, some are 
obliged to send home their children to the 
care of they know not whom, or to those 
with whom they have no personal ac- 
quaintance whatever. This has actually 
been the case with some in this mission, 
and also several in the eastern missions. 
But how different is this, from committing 
a cWld to a worthy brother or sister, or 
dear personal friend, in whom we have 
the utmost confidence ? That is all hap- 
hazard work ; this is walking in a plain 
path. The missionary feels that the wide 
ocean rolls between his child and its fu- 
ture guardian ; a perilous voyage, often 
accompanied with severe temptations, is 
to be performed, without the presence of 
%:'faithful friend, and then the child goes 
to be a stranger in a strange land. Will 
not these things press heavily upon his 
heart, and awaken all the tender emotions 
of his soul t Is not the missionary a man 
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of like passions add sympathies wilb 
other men? Judge tben, whether the 
minister at heme, who has a family » can 
not leave them and go to the heathen 
with much less sacrifice, both on his 
own and the part of his childreni than a 
missionary who is similarly connected ia 
a heathen land can remain there. And 
judge, moreover, whether the minister 
who declares he **has no conscience to 
accuse him for going on a mission, be- 
cause of his family,'* should have any 
conscience to accuse nine-tenths of the 
missionaries nOw /in heathen ground, if 
they should abandon their stations, and 
return to the " sweet homes*' of their 
childhood. 

In either case, the trial of parting with 
children at a tender age, with the pros- 
pect of seeing them no more in this 
world, is great. To mothers it is pecu- 
liarly great. It. is^ to them like travailing 
in birth anew for their of&pring. But if 
it is severe in th^ one case, it is equally 
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or more so in the other; and we would 
beseech our brethren in the ministry not 
to adopt a principle, which, if carried 
out, would soon bury both their and our 
dearest hopes for the world's salvation. 
The work in which we are engaged, breth- 
ren, is a work of faith, and he who will go 
out from his own land in the exercise of 
faith*, as did Abraham, will have faith also 
to offer up Isaac, if he is called for. 

5. Family connections do not prevent 
men of the world, or Christian men en- 
gaged in secular pursuits, from going to 
heathen lands to reside, for a series of 
years, or even a life-time. They can 
take their families, or go without them. 
Subjects of the British king can have 
" wives, children, friends," and yet go to 
every part of India, and expose them- 
selves to all the diseases and inconven- 
iences of that tropical region. Officers 
and citizens also of the American govern- 
ment can bring families to the Sandwich 
Islands, or they can come without them, 
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and reside for years. And for what? 
Why,*for worldly gain. And dhall am- 
bassadors from the King Btemal, whose 
fnotiFss are so heavenly, whose calling is 
80 high, and whose reward is so great, be 
less enterprising-^ess self-denying than 
they? 
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RESOLUTION Xr 

Besolved, That as disobedience to God endan* 
gers the welfare of a nation, our beloved nation, 
is in danger of being lost, so long as the blood of 
the perishing heathen continues to accumulate 
tiponit; that the present disregard of the com* 
mand to disciple all nations, is more hazardous to 
the civil and religious institutions of our native 
land, than the prevalence of Romanism and infi- 
delity, and more likely to be our country's destruc- 
tion. 

Nations exist for the sake of the church^ 
If the friends of God were all removed 
from the world, it would be destroyed. 
The nation that serves the KING of 
Kings shall prosper; the nation that will 
not serve him, shall perish. It is import* 
ant, therefore, that, in the United States, 
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the disciples of Christ, who are the light 
of the world and the salt of the earth, 
should be emineatly holy in order that 
,th^ nation exist If the light be dark* 
ne%s, and the salt without savor, how 
great the darkness and the putrefaction* 
It is a momentous question whether the 
American Union can exist, if she contin- 
ues to wrong the heathen as she has 
done and is now doing. 

The heathen world has an immense 
claim on Christian lands, namely, the bkss- 
ings which the gospel confers in time and 
eternity. It has long been due, and 
continues undischarged. The claim is 
founded in the common law, Love thy 

IfEIOHBOR AS THYSELF. Do TO OTHERS 
AS YE WOULD THAT THEY SHOULD DO TO 

YOU. GO, TEACH ALE NATIONS. 
These, and other passages, render us debt- 
ors to the Greeks and barbariAs, to the 
wise and the unwise. We owe to them 
the blessing of the gospel; and they are- 
kept back; and their cry has entered into 
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the ears of the Lord of hosts. Wffl Bir 
not judge America for this 7 

We fear for our country. Because mttn 
in the church manufacture, vend, and 
drink ardent spirit; because they l^reak 
the Sabbath ; because they are concerned 
in slavery ; because they are impure ; be- 
cause they are covetous and profilne ; m 
short, because they disobey God. If they 
are not chargeable with personally com* 
mitting the sins specliied, they are more 
or lesa guilty by participation. It is the 
fault of the churches that the worM is 
such a scene of rebellion — ^thut the wbole 
creation groans and travails in pain ; for 
they have the remedy, but neglect to ap- 
ply it. On the ground that one is guilty 
who permits evil to exist which he might 
prevent, how great is the guilt and con- 
sequent perjl to the United States, from 
its relatidi to the heathto world 7 

Look at the violations of the Sabbatb, 
ndt only by pleasure and business in our 
country, but its profanation in the four 
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quarters of the globe. Six or seven huo* 
dred millions of nien paying no regard to the 
holy dayf because Christians have not pub- 
lished this law to the nations/and promoted 
its observance by precept and example. 
Let it not be supposed, then, that travel- 
ets in stages, and parties in steamboats, 
and merchants in their coimting ipoms^ 
are the only persons who are bringing on 
.the nation the displeasute of God. Chris- 
tians are in no small degree responsible 
for the profanation of fifty-two Sabbaths 
annually, by almost the whole human 
fanjily. God send the Jews into captivity 
seventy, years,- because t|iey bad neglected 
his Sabbaths to that amount ; and if he 
spared not his chosen people, take heed, 
America, lest He spare not thee. 

Look at the laws of God in reference 
to idolatry. The churches are covetous, 
and covetousness is idolatry. Their char- 
ities testify to this. They are unfaithfol 
stewards. They rob God. The tithe^ 
are not brought to the store house, and 
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the windows of Heaveu are not opeoed 

for blessings to descend. The Lord is 
displeased. He sent, as a rebuke, one, of 
his mintsters-^a jfiaming fire — to the em- 
porium of the nation, with a draft for 
millions of money which had been with- 
held from his service. This i^ a warning. 
It says, '' Be instructed now, ye stewards 
of the LORD ; pay liim that \yhich ye 
owe, lest He be angry, and your idol 
wealth and country perish from the way, 
when his wrath is kindled but a little." 
How many in the churches would* be 
stripped like Job, and mourn like Micah, 
should God move that part of their farms 
and merchandise, which has been kept 
back from his service. And will he not 
take the vineyard from such and give it 
to others ? 

But further and chiefly: American 
Christians are chargeable with the idola- 
try of the heathen. They kiyw that it 
pxists, and they allow it to exist. They. 
bow to the true God; ^nd permit six 
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hundred millions of their brethren to bow 
to gods of wood and stone. And the 
\^ave8 of indignation which desolate the 
heathen, and the families that call not 
on the name of the Lord, are rolling to 
the American continent, and will sweep 
it like the deluge, unless the anger of the 
Almighty is turned away by the humilia- 
tion and repentance of his people. 

Look at the seventh commandment. 
Its violation|^ overspread the earth like 
the Dead Sea over Sodom, and the 
steam and stench go up to heaven like 
the smoke of a great furnace. The soul 
of God is vexed with this abounding poI- 
lution, and He finds Christendom guilty 
concerning it. His people in America 
suffer it to exist, at home and in every 
heathen land. The press and the pulpit 
have been silent, and are n^rly so now^ 
and by their silence they consent to, and 
are partakers in the sin of licentiousness 
and debauchery wide as the earth and 
broad as the sea. Let America remembei^' 
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the cities on the plain, and be warned of 
impending doom. 
Again, look at the law, Thou huaut 

HOT KILL. 

The professed followers of the Prhice 
of Life are guilty of the death of a great 
multitude annually, by wars among tribes 
and nations, which they might prevent, 
and by intemperance and other sources 
of destruction which they might shut up, 
so tlmt their hands are red |f ith the blood 
of the slain, who are prematurely cut off 
from the present life. But more than 
this; souls are destroyed annually by 
ChrisUans to an awful amount As oftan^ 
nearly, as the clock ticks, one of the hea?- 
then goes to aH undone eternity ; between 
twenty and thirty millions in a year dying 
th6 everlasting death, for want of tike 
means of life, which Christians in the 
United States possess and do not impart. 
Will notGod remember to makeinqnisifion 
for blood 7 Will not his soul be aveHged 
on mch a nation lis ottrs? 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



TO EVANOEUZB TfiS WOBLP. 149 

Yes, if our country, coastitutcd as it is 
a watchman to the heathen nations, does 
not givq^ the warning, if she permits the 
great God to b^ dishonored and abused 
through indifference to his glory ; if she 
suffers the blood of other millions to be 
added to that of the myriads whom she 
has already destroyed, her destruction, 
which has been delayed, will not always 
tarry; for her guilt is a sea of gore, 
whose waves lift up their voice to heaven, 
and say, " How long, Lord, shall thy 
vengeance sleep ?" 

Must then the ministers of the gospel 
contiiiue in the United States to save 
' their country f No, their presence there 
is the cause of her distress. One might 
as well attempt to save a sinking ship by 
keeping on board every pound of the 
burden by which she is pressed beneath 
the waves. Will it do to detain the can- 
didates and call the missionaries home? 
The vessel bound to Tarshish might as 
well have taken in another Jonah to . 
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calm the storm whioh the disobedience of 
the one already sleeping there had Itself 
occasioned* Let no man, with ^he gos^ 
pel for the perishing ns^tionsy remain in 
America to prevent her destruction. 

"But the west" — ^and what of the 
west? " It is a great territory, and it 
will soon wield the destinies of America, 
and unless good me^ go.there and preach, 
It will be infidel, and the Roman Gatho- 
lios will come and take away* our {)lace 
and nation." But the great valley is 
narrower than his hand who made it, and 
all its prospective countless inhabitants 
are as grasshoppers before Him. His 
favor is life, his frown death. The Ro* 
man Catholics arp the light rod of his 
displeasure against America for her diso- 
bedience. Does our country fear the 
rod? Let her fear and obey Him who 
hath appointed it, lest He come Himself 
in the fierceness of his anger. " If thou 
hast run with the footmen, and they have 
wearied thee, then how canst thou con^ 
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tend with horses? And if in the land of 
peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wea- 
ried tfaie, then how wilt thou do in the 
fiwellihg of Jordan V* 

" To obey is better than sacriiSce, and 
to hearken, than the fat of rams.*' Were 
t he voice of God heard, were the claims 
of the dying nations discharged, were 
young men, and settled ministers, and 
members of the Board, among the hea- 
then, the churches would flourish like 
trees by the waters; God would be in 
the midst of her and bless her, and if 
need be, the stars would fight in their 
courses against Sisera. Let the experi- 
ment be tried, of saving our country by 
doing our duty. There is much to hope 
from such a course, for salvation is of the 
Lord. 

Brethren and fathers^ America is our 
country — may she live forever. We love 
her, and remember her still, and will lay 
our bones in a foreign land that the day 
may never come when her dying agonies 
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shall begin. But come it wiU, unless 
more join us in the missionary service, 
for God requires it at our nationk hand, 
and it is written and sesded^ The nation 
that will not serve Him shall perish. 
The service has. b^gun to be rendered. 
The few missionaries now among the 
heathen, avail at least to delay the day of 
our country's doom, and she yet lives in 
the storm; but thousands more, having 
the gospel to preach, must leave her, or 
the rains will descend, the jfloods come, 
and the winds blow and beat upon her, 
and she will fall. Her enemies will say, 
Amen; and another angel mil be seen fly* 
ing in the midst of heaven^ hauing the 
everlasting gospel to preach to them that 
dtvell on the earthy and to every nation^ 
and kindred 9 and tongue^ and people^ say* 
ing mthaloud voice^FEAR GOD y and 
give ghry to EKnif for the hour of his 
judgment is come. 
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RESOLUTION XI. 

Resolved, That to save America, as well as the 
heathen nations, it is the duty of our countrymen to 
go forth in families, in large numbers, and of all 
the useful professions, trades, arts, and employ- 
ments, and aid in Christianizing the world. 

Under former resolutions we have 
spoken of the duty of Christ's ministers 
to go the heathen^ But the duty does 
not devolve on them alone. This resolu- 
tion affirms, that it is not only the duty 
of ministers to go to the heathen, but 
that persons of all the useful professions, 
trades, arts and employments, are required 
to go ; and to go forth also, not here and 
there one, but in families and in large 
numbers. To save heathen nations, a 
great body of Christians must thus go 
forth, to eingage personally in the service. 
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How ELSE CAN THE GREAT WORK OF 
THE WOSJLD'S conversion BE EFFECTED? 

Surely not by any present movement, 
nor by the methods most popular with 
the churches. The notion embraced by 
not a few, that a small number of mis- 
sionaries of the right stamp, going through 
the length and breadth of heathen lands, 
wQuld soon usher in the millenial day, is, 
to our view, in the highest degree absurd. 
^^He that soweth spaHngly, shall reap 
also sparingly," This is emphatically 
true in heathen nations. Minds so obtuse 
and entangled by error as are those of 
the heathen, need the most familiar in- 
structions, often repeated^ and presented 
in every variety of form which ingenuity 
can devise. 

Concentration of effort on the same 
minds for a length of time, ^affords the 
best hope of breaking through the moQy 
obstacles that esist. Scattered. instiruQr 
'tioos among the heathen prpmise but lit* 
tie success. Tb^ roason of this fact, so 
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far as it is pe&uliftr to the heatbeQ» exists 
in tiie state of their mxais^ This is an 
abundant reason. Nothing can be more 
visionary than the notion that a ^eedy . 
and complete triumph slight be effected 
by a few missionaries of the right stamp^ 
going through the length and breadth of 
Satan's extensive and dark empire, and 
sounding as they go the trumpets of the 
gospel, around his strong fortiWtious and 
deep entrenchments. Such a sentimept 
seems like the baseless dream of insanity. 
It places an immeasurable disparity be- 
tween the means and the end. It suppo- 
ses it to be so easy to effect a transfotma- 
tion of heathen society, heathen habits, 
heathen mind, and heathen character, 
and to raise them up from a degradation 
many ages deep, that a few sounds only 
from theJieraldofsalvation,as he passes on 
his way,isall that is necessary to effect it! 

To term such a sentiment visipx^ary, 
is saying too little; it seems li^e the 
wUdness of moAtiEd ierwfs&imnU ** l<e- 
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• 
viathan i» not tbiis tamed/' The prince 

of the powers of the air is not thus Van- 
quished. Such a mode of converting the 
world will leave the heathen to perish, 
and put off the millenium to an indefinite 
period. 

Neither can the work be effected by a 
small number of missionaries, stationed 
at different posts, in the midst of the wide 
domains of darkness, ruin, degradation, 
and death. Like specks of light few and 
far between, how can they illumine the 
broad canopy of darkness ? 

TJiere must be a host of laborers, sta- 
tioned so near each other as to unite 
their effulgence like the stars in the gal- 
axy, before even the star-light of mil- 
lenial glory shall beam on the world. To 
commit the work of the world's conver- 
sion to a 'few hundred missionaries, is to 
consign the heathen, as a mass, to eternal 
perdition. 

.Nor yet would the mere increase of 
preachers of the gc^sp^ to thousands or 
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htuKireds of thoosands, warrant the ex- 
pectation of speedily transforming the 
heathen character, mind, habits, and so- 
ciety, and of raising them from their low 
<legradation, to such an elevation as to 
be worthy of the name of civilized and 
Christian nations. Labors, analogous 
both in respect to measure and variety, 
to those bestowed on a Christian congre- 
gation in Ameri(»L, must be expended on 
a congregation of heathen. In Christian 
countries, a thousand inlportant labors 
are performed by intelligent and praying 
men and women in the churchy as direct 
aid to the minister in his arduous work ; 
and a thousand offices are performed by 
school-masters, physicians, lawyers, mer- 
chants, farmers, mechanics, artisans, &c., 
which, though in most cases not aimed di- 
rectly at the salvation of men, are, not- 
withstanding, most intimately connected 
with the world's improvement and regen- 
eration. But while ministers at home are 
thus assisted in their work, shall the mis- 
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stonary abroad receive little or no help in 
his direct labors ? And in respect to all 
improvements in society, indirectly con- 
nected with his main work, must the task 
of introducing them and urging them on, 
devolve entirely on. him. alone? Why 
should not the various means of civilizing 
and improving society at home^be brought 
to exert their influence upon the heathen 
abroad ? Why should not the aid enjoyed * 
by the minister in Christian lands, from 
intelligent members of his church, be af- 
forded to the missionary among the hea- 
then? The increase of preachers of the 
gospel, to thousands and hundreds of 
thpusands, does not provide for a vast 
amount of labor which must be performed, 
before heathen nations can be thoroughly 
changed, and society placed on a proper 
foundation. . 

There Is much, very much to be- done, 
which does not properly belong to the 
gospel minister, before the world can be 
raised up from its deep degradation. There 
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oan not be a Reasonable, prospect of the 
great change being effected, till, in the 
]anguage of the resolution, men go forth 
in large numbers, and 'of all the. useful 
. professions, trades, arts and employments, 
and aid in Christianizing the world. There 
^s no possibility o£ a supply of means, ad- 
equate to the change desired, without 
such a movement A few hundred mis- 
sionaries, either traversing the earth, or 
permanently stationed in different parts 
of it, .though eminently holy and faithful, 
can do nothing, compared with the work 
to be done. Even many thousand mission- 
aries would leave untouched a great va- 
riety and a vast amount of labor, which 
must be perforn^d, before barbarous na- 
tions can be regenerated, politically, so- 
cially, morally and religioudy, arid raised 
to an elevation worthy of the name of 
Christian. How then shall the world be 
converted, unless there be a general going 
forth to heathen lands of all classes of 
Christians. Ministers must be leaders. 
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and of course upon them rests the main 
responsibility of urging on the work ; but 
on the other hand, they must have force* 
to lead. There must be a general and 
perspnal engagement cf the whole body of , 
Christians, 

In what ways can Christians qf ali<. 
classes be usefully and advantage- 
ously employed in the foreign ser- 
VICE? 

1. A large number of laborers are ur- 
gently called for in the department of 
schools. Christians generally have ' not 
sufficiently considered the importance of 
schools, in the work of Christianizing the 
world. They have* misapprehended the 
design of schools taughH^by missionaries. 
They have looked upon them more as 
means of impi-oving the temporal condi- 
tion of the people, than as a means of 
making known the gospel of Christ. They 
do not consider, that without schools, as 
a general remark, there can not be intelli- 
gent readers of the Bible^ nor intelligent 
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hearers of the gospel. Schools, are n^- 
cessary^ to , bring the intellect, as it 
were, into being; to arouse the power of 
thought, thai the preaching of the gospel 
may not be as a clattering noise, which 
none shall understand. This is peculi- 
arly the case in the more barborous hea- 
then natious. In such nations the mind 
is so dormant, so torpid, so destitute of 
correct ideas, and so pre-occupied with 
fake notions, that public discourses, how- 
ever familiar and colloquial, fail exceed- 
ingly of being understood, except by 
those, whose minds haie been disciplined 
by school instruction. Since the heatften 
mind is such, it is obvious that there is no 
easy way of converting the world. It 
can not be done to any great extent 
by eloquent addresses to crowded as- 
semblies. The gospel must be commu- 
nicated in various ways and by various 
means, other than that of public preach- 
ing. It can not be expected that minds 
like those of the heathen can be converted 
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in the gross. The conversfon is a work 
of a humbler form. As a general re- 
marky there must be a concentration of 
unwearied efforts on the minds of. indi- 
viduals, and such efforts, too, as comport 
with the degraded character of their 
minds. One very important class of 
fiuch efibrts is, that of schpol instruction. 
I This is not the voice of theory, but of 
experience. It is the experience, not only 
of one mission, but of all. 

Adults must be taught to read, and to 
gain ideas from reading, that they may 
receive benefit from Bibles, tracts and re- 
ligious books. They must be taught to 
think, that the preaching of the gospel 
falls not upon their ears as an empty sound. 
But though much ought to be done for 
adults in the way of schools, yet it is not 
on them that by far the greatest amount 
of such labor ought to be bestowed. Wis- 
dom, experience, and common sense dic- 
tate, that the children and youth of hea- 
then lands ought to receive the greatest 
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dkare of atteiftion. In adults, where toF* 
pUude of mind has become a habit, where 
erroneous notions, early implanted, have 
become inveterately fixed, and where the 
inflexibility incident to age has become 
established, the prospect of imparting clear 
ideas of gospel truth, and of making a 
permanent ' impression, is comparatively 
cheerless. 

With the young is the greatest hope. 
There are obstacles. Indeed, in laboring 
with them, but they are obstacles of an 
incidental kind; not those disheartening 
obstacles connected with the stfite of 
the mind. . The adult portion of three 
hundred millions of the heathen, though 
not entirely, are yet in a great measure 
beyond hope* And in twenty years, the 
youtlful portion of them will be so, un- 
less the Christian world arouses up at 
once, and increase$ her efforts many thou- 
sand fold. It is not sufficient to say that 
to instruct the young i^ to cut short the 
work of reformation. Such a course is; 
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not only the most econ<^mical and advait* 
tageous one, not only the way to hasten 
reformation, but the only way of accpm- 
plishing it In any assiignable period. If 
children and youth are neglected, there 
must always be a generation of heathen, 
or of those worse than their fathers, com- 
ing o'n the stage, and of course the world 
never be converted. While adults, there- 
fore, are not to be ne^ected, the great 
:work of missions is to be done with, 
the* children and youth of heathen 
lands. 

But in what ways are efforts to be 
made with them? Not only most the 
gospel be preached to them directly, in a 
famrHar and conversational style, but they 
must also be taught in schools. The dis- 
cipline received in schools wakes up the 
intellect, and prepares it, of course, to- 
comprehend the truths of the gospel- 
School instruction, though a subordinate 
iheans of making known the Savior, is not 
on that account the less impoi?tant. 
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Bat they must not only be taught in 
schools, but trained also to regular habits. 
Among heathen, the whole foundation of 
society, political, and religious, is based 
on wrong principles. All their usages, 
customs, haWts, and practices, have re- 
ceived their modelling and shape from 
wrong principles. Unless, therefore, there 
be a tearpig up and building anew in their 
maxims, habits, and every day practices, 
they can not be expected to live a correct 
and consistent life, even though they be- 
come Christians. But when can such a 
change be effected? Surely, "hot when 
habits become confirmed by age, for then 
the power of habit resists not only in- 
struction, but to a great extent, even 
moral and Christian principle. The de- 
sired transformation must be effected in 
the season of childhood and youth. 

It is clear, therefore, that discipline and 
expansion of mind,. by mieans of a school 
education, a systematic training to regu- 
lar habits, and faithful instruction in the 

G* 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



166 DI7TT OF THIS OBUBRATIOIC ' 

truths aud claims of the gospel, ought to 
be inseparably connected^ as parts of a 
method which is one in its object, that of 
of reforming the rising generation, and 
thereby converting the nations. In addf- 
tion to direct instruction in the gospel of 
Christ, schools are necessary, and not 
only school instruction, but also a thor- 
ough system of guardianship. 

There is then work for a host of labor- 
ers. To teach three hundred millions of 
adult heathen in week day schools and in 
Sabbath sehools,and more especially to 
instruct and train threje hundred millions 
of heathen children and youth, can not 
be done by s^few hands. We forbear to 
make a numerical estimate, lest it should 
surprise and startle you. The number 
must be very great, even though we look 
upon them as a commencing capital rather 
than as an adequate supply, and expect 
that by far the greater part of laborers 
are to be trained up from among the hea- 
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then themselves. Teachers must go 

FORTH IN GKBAT NCMBERS. 

2. Physicians are needed in great num- 
bers. They are needed to benefit the 
bodies of the heathen ; for disease, the 
fruit of sin, is depopulating, with amazing 
spe^d, a large portion of the heathen 
world. The nations, many of them at 
least, are melting away. Let physicians 
go forth, and while they seek to stay the 
tide of desolation which is sweeping away 
the bodies of the heathen, let them im- 
prove the nunlerous and very favorable 
opportunities aflbrded them of benefiting 
their souls. The bedevolent, sympathiz- 
ing cojnpassionate spirit of Jesus led Him 
to relieve t.he temporal sufferings of men, 
while his main object was to secure their 
eternal salvation. Unless we show by 
our exertions, a desire to mitigate the 
present woes and miseries of men, how 
shall we convince them that we truly 
seek their eternul welfare? Physicians 
mi^it throw their skill in the healing art 
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at the feet of the Savior, and be ready to 
use it when and where He shall direct. 
The number who should go to heathen 
lands can not well be named«^ It is suf- 
ficient to say that onb nova PHYsieiAN 

AT LEAST COUIiD BE ADVA1ITAGEOUSI.Y USE- 
FUL, AND FULLY EMPLOYED, IN EVERY 
CONGREGATION OF HEATHEN. 

3. It is unnecessary to remark, that 
printers, book-binders, and book distribu- 
tors, are needed to carry on the work of 
the world's conversion. 

4. Mechanics, farmers, artizans, com- 
mercial men, and men skilled in laying 
the foundations of* nations and guiding 
their political economy, are also needed, 
and can perform a very important part in 
christianizing the world. They should 
go forth ,like other laborers in the field, 
not with the selfish design of enriching 
themselves, but with the disinterested in- 
tention of benefiting the nations. They 
should be men who should cheerfully 
throw themselves and their property on the 
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altar of entire consecration, and go forth 
to labor and toil as long as tlie Savior 
pleases to employ them, with the sole de- 
sign of doing good to the bodies and 
souls of their peilshing fellow-men. 

Were men capable of improving the 
political interests of a country, to go 
forth, disconnected officially with preach- 
ers of the gospel, and independent of 
any association that might excite th^ 
least suspicion of -a sinister design, and 
evince by a prayerful, godly, and disin* 
terested deportment and course of pit)- 
cedure, that their sole aim was to pro- 
mote the happiness of the people, both 
temporally and eternally, they would 
doubtless, in many of the more degraded 
heathen nations, acquire much influence, 
and be able, in a gradual manner, by 
friendly and prudent suggestions to the 
rulers, and in other ways, to effect changes 
that would be productive of incalculable 
good. And they might do good also, not 
only in the way of their profession, but by 

% 
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a Christian example, and by instructing, 
the people, as opportunity should offer, in 
the knowledge of Christ 

Commercial men, also, actuated by the 
same benevolent and disinterested spirit, 
might develop* the resources of heathen 
lands, and apply them in a wise manner* 
for the benefit of those lands ; promote 
industry, and afford the means of civili- 
;Eed habits ; increase knowledge by expe- 
diting communication, and in this way 
indirectly, though efficiently aid the prog- 
ress of the gospel. By exhibiting also in 
their dealings an example of honesty, of 
uprightness, of a conscientious regard to 
justice and truth ; by shovj^ing practical- 
ly the only proper use of wealth, the 
good of men and the glory of God ; by 
conversing daily with individuals at 
their houses and by the waydde on the 
great subject of their soul's salvation, and 
by presenting in themselves and in theii' 
families, examples of a prayerful and 
godly life, they ipight cause the fruits of 
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righteousness to spring up on lands that 
are now a moral heath. 

Farmers^ too, and mechanics, manu- 
factui^ersy artizans, &c., could not only 
benefit the nations, improve their con- 
dition, and assist in raising them up 
from their degradation, by communica- 
ting a knowledge of their several em- 
ployments, but also by exhibiting in 
themselves and hi their families, habits • 
of industry, domestic peace, and strict 
economy; by holding up -the hands of 
Christ's ministers, and by scattering the 
word of life in their appropriate spheres. 

It may perhaps h& objected that 
should all classes of Christians thus go 
forth to live and* labor among the hea- 
then, they would soon possess the land, 
whilst the heathen would melt away 
before them. But where is the evidence 
of such a result? When and where has 
the experinient been tried, to justify 
such a supposition ? When and where 
have individuals or companies gone forth 
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with the sole design of benefitiDg the 
heathen, and yet proved their exter- 
mination? The settlers of* New Eng-^ 
and are not an example in point, for the 
improvement and salvation of the hea* 
thea was Bot their aim in emigrating to 
those shores. It is yet to be proved that 
a company of persons however numerous, 
of disinterested views, aiming solely to 
«ave the nations, and directing all their 
'energies of body and of mind to that end, 
would prove the extermination of the 
heathen, instead of their salvation. Nei- 
ther can it be presumed that the descend- 
ants of such persons, trained, as ought to 
be supposed, with faith and prayer, would 
possess a spirit so selfish and different 
from that of their fathers, as to prove the 
extermination of the heathen. And if 
such is the necessary event, there is but 
one alternative : heathen nations, as na« 
tions, cannot exist. For it is certain that 
a few missionaries can not save them. 
They can not be saved without such a gene- 
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ral movement of the whole body of Ghris^ 
tiaas as it is asserted will eventuate in 
their extinction. Let not such an asser- 
tion, therefore, be admitted, till it be 
faithfully proved. And if it be finally 
admitted, the lawful inference Will not be 
that Christians of alt classes and in great 
numbers should not go forth to the hea- 
then ; but that heathen nations, as na- 
tions, must cease to exi^t, and remnants 
of them only be saved. In either case^ 
the position remains unshaken, that men 
must go forth in large numbers, and of 
all the useful professions, trades, arts, and 
employments, and aid in christianizing 
the world. 

This they .must do to saVe Heathen na- 
tions. This they must do to rescue 
Christian lands from the desolating judg- 
ments of heaven, which the blood of the 
heathen, continually accumulating upon 
them, must sooner or later call down, in 
a dark and terrific storm. Let no one, 
therefore, take it for granted, on account 
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of his profession or his employment, that 
be is exempted from going to the heathen* 
The labors necessary to the world's coa- 
version require men of all th6 useful pro- 
fessions, and of every useful employment 
Besides, tlie work of the world's conver- 
sion is too great, too momentous, too 
pressing to admit of exemption simply 
on the ground of profession and employ- 
ment When the liberties of America 
were at stake, were men excused from 
actual service merely because they were 
not especially trained for the field of bat- 
tle? And when not only the. temporal 
but eternal liberties of six hundred mil- 
lions are at stake,, shall men be exempted 
from entering the field merely because 
they have not been trained for the gospel 
ministry ? To say the leastj the plea of 
exemption on this ground is extremely 
hazardous. Tfis curse of Meroz mat 

BEST UPON IT. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

ABSOLUTION XII* 

Resolved That the dissensions and cont rover- 
Bies among the churches, occupy mpre of their 
time and call forth more of ihMr energies than 
th^ conversion of the world ; that they partai^e 
deeply of that spirit which would command fire 
to come down from heaven ; that they greatly re* 
tard the conversion of the world, and grieve the 
hearts, as well as weaken the hands, of their for- 
.eign missionaries. Resolved, moreover, that as 
it regards the doctrinal errors with which the 
church is at present afflicted, the purity cff reli- 
gion has far less to fear from them, than . from 
the erroneous sentiments and practice respecting 
missions ; and therefore that he who would con- 
tend most earnestly and effectually for the faith 
once delivered to the saints, is called on person- 
ally to publish that faith to the heathen. 

We need not specify all the dissensions 
and controveries to which we refer. It 
is sufficient to name as examples those 
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exhibited the last year at Philadelphia^ Cin- 
cinnati, 5tnd in the State of Connecticut. 

At this post of observation, far removed 
from the noise and excitement of such 
dissensions and controversies, we are able 
to look upon them with that advantage 
of forming an unbiassed opinion which 
posterity possesses in judging of the his- 
tory of the past. We have also another 
advantage. We, as missionaries, look 
upon such controversies, as we trust, with 
hearts engrossed with the great subject 
of the world's conversion, and judge of 
them according to their bearing on this 
only appropriate end of all Christian 
effort. It ought, therefore, to be expected 
of US', to express, as we have donein the 
above resolution, our unanimous and de- 
liberate opinion. 

A leading thought in our minds is, that 
loere those who are engaged in such con" 
troversies to become missionaries to the 
heatheny their dissensions uxyuM at once 
and forever cease. . 
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We appeal to fact. To what extent 
have missionaries among the heathen ex- 
hibited such dissensions and controver- 
sies? What time have they found to 
contend with each other upon points of 
doctrine? As they look upon millions 
and hundreds of millions of their dying 
fellow men, dropping into hell without a 
knowledge of Christ, how can they turn 
aside, even for a moment, to engage in 
such controversy with each other? As 
they contemplate the immense and incon- 
ceivable amount of labor that must be 
performed in direct preaching, in schools 
and in various other ways, before heathen 
nations can be raised up from tlvsir deg- 
radation and be regenerated and saved, 
and look at the fewness of the laborers, 
they feel a pressure that is indescribable — 
a weight heavier tlian the everlasting 
mountains ; and were controversy to be 
intruded upon them, they would reply 
like Nehemiah, " We are doing a great 
' work, so that we can not come down 
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why should the work cease, whilst we 
leave it and come down to you?" Such 
would beyour feelings and practice, dear 
brethren, were you to go forth and engage 
19 earnest in the work of the world's sal* 
vation. Your dissensions would vanish 
and be forgotten; or if remembered, 
would be remembered only with deep re- 
morse and unspeakable surprise, that they 
ever should have existed, while the world 
was sinking to perdition. Is controversy 
appropriate in a graveyard, over the cof* 
fins of the dead, or in the chamber of the 
sick and dying ? But the whole world, 
dear brethren, is a graveyard. Countless 
millions jie beneath your feet. Most of 
this earth is at the present hour a chamber 
of dying souls. And could your eyes be 
opened to see and your ears to hear what 
the earth exhibits, you would find that 
your controversies with each other are 
carried on amidst the groans and agony ; 
of a world of souls commencing an eter- 
nal death. Would to God you could 
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realize, this fact^ forget your controver- 
sies^ rise up and go forth to the work 
which the Savior has so long commanded 
and you have so long neglected. Life ib 
too short, the number of souls already 
lost too many, the work to be done too 
great to spend a moment in controversy* 
Go forth to the heathen. In most heathen 
languages you will not find terms to ex- 
press your differences of opinion ; you 
will not find minds that can understand 
them; inclination to controversy, will 
change into deep repentance; and you 
will find all your energies of body and 
soul called into requisition, to make kn(>wn 
to the millions of dying heathen the sim- 
plest truths of the gospel. And when 
we meet you in judgment, tell us whether 
a man of you ^ or a ipember of the 
diurches was a loser by such a course, 
either in purity of doctrine or holiness of 
life. 

Whilst you. continue yoiir dissensions 
apd controversies, you exhibit a spectacle 
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not unlike that which Jerusalem, once 
saw, when its mad inhabitants continued 
to contend with each other, instead of 
opposing an united resistance to the pow- 
erful enemy who had overrun their coun- 
try, and were breaking through their walls. 
Ch-, if this be not the aspect of your con- 
troversies, surely the spectacle you ex- 
hibit is far from being such as was often 
exhibited in Sparta, Greece, and Rome. 
In those states were exhibited nobler ex- 
amples, a more rational course. When 
not called to oppose a common enemy, 
dissensions indeed prevailed among them, 
and threatened their ruin ; but when a 
powerful enemy was to be opposed, then 
they buried their dissensions, banded 
themselves together in an imbroken phal- 
anx, enlisted their whole energies of body 
and soul in the common cause, and threw 
their lives, property and honor into com- 
mon stock. We, dear brethren, have a 
powerful, wise and dangerous enemy to 
oppose. Legions upon legions are under 
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his command. Over more than nine- 
tenths of the world he has already gained 
an almost undisturbed dominion. He 
aims at universal power. You, the lead- 
ers of the army of King Immanuel, are 
ordered to oppose them. There is no 
doubt respecting the method of attack. 
It is contained in your commission. You 
are ordered to penetrate into every por- 
tion of the enemy's territory, and to 
bring on a universal and in a* great mea- 
sure, direct engagement of the whole 
army of God. If, with such an enemy to 
oppose, and such commands from your 
leader, you enter into contentions with 
each other, what account will you give in 
the great day of adjudication? Is not the 
conclusion inevitable that you have crim- 
inally forgotten or misinterpreted your 
leader's command, and fjsiiled to perform 
your sacred oaths of immerging life, 
property, influence, friends, and all in 
opposing the obmmon enemy? Gome 
up in earnest and with all your energies 
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to the great and all-absorbing contest 
ivith sin and Satan, and your dissensions 
will forever cease. Or, to drop the fig- 
ure, engage to the extent of your duty in 
the work of converting the world, and 
heaven will no longer be clothed in sack- 
cloth on account of the controversies of 
Christ's ministers. 

The work of the world's conversion is 
the work that Christ has commanded, the 
work in which he labored, suffered and 
died, a work far removed from selfish and 
sectional interests, a great and all-absorb- 
ing work 'f and it is natural to suppose 
that all who become in any good d^ree en- 
grossed in it» will have but one purpose 
and one spirit. Let the world's conversion, 
then, become your being's end and aim, 
and what place will there be for dissen-r 
sion even in thought or feelmg ? Those 
who yield a cheerful and full obedience to 
the commands of Christ shall have har- 
mony and union. This is no small por- 
tion of the hundred fold which the mis- 
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flionary shall receive even in this life. 
That such b the uniting influence of the 
all-engrossing subject of the world's con- 
version is confirmed by fact. Such was 
its effect on the Synod, of South Carolina 
and Georgia. A member of that Synod 
speaking of the oause of missions, uses 
the following language : ** This Synod has 
been saved by it from disunion and disa)rd. 
It has been harmonized and united. It 
has been melted down into one mass. It 
has now one soult and breathes one Sj^nti- 
ment, to live not for ourselves, or for our 
own sectional interests, but for the con- 
version of the world. Such a happy, holy, 
rejoicing and Uessed meeting of Synod, 
has never, according to the opinion of 
the oldest members, been witnessed 
and enjoyed. There were dark and por- 
tentous clouds hanging over it. Every 
oiind was filled with apprehension. 
Ba^h feared to ask the sentiment of his 
brother. Bu^the clouds are dispersed 
and gone. Our fears are turned into 
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joys. And we parted from each other in 
the warmest interchange of brotherly af- 
fection. And all is attributable^ — and by 
a solemnly recorded resolution of the 
Synod J to the discussion of the missionary 
subject and engagement in the missionary 
cause.'*— Rep. of the A. B. C. F. M., 
1834, p. 31. This testimony does not 
stand alone. If we may speak of our- 
selves» we would say that our general 
meetings afford no dubious evidence of 
the irresistible power of this great sub« 
ject to harmonize and unite. Suchi doubt- 
less, is its universal effect. In accordance 
with this sentiment, let those who attend 
General Assemblies, Synods, Presbyteries, 
Consociations and Consistories, go with 
the expectation that two-thirds of their 
number will be drafted for the foreign 
service ; and as they are on their way to 
the place of convocation, will their minds 
be occupied with methods of worsting each 
other in controversy and <if giving each 
other a thrust? Or, will their whole 
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sods be engrossed with far different 
thoughts and feelings ? And when they 
arrive on the floor of deliberation, and the 
question comes up for a practical decision, 
whether two-thirds, three-fourths, or all 
of them shall embark the first opportunity 
for heathen lands, will not their differences 
of opinion on points of doctrine be entirely 
forgotten, and buried so deep in oblivion 
as never again to be recollected ? And 
is it visionary to suppose that such prac- 
tical questions respecting the world's con- 
version should come up before the various 
deliberative bodies of ministers in the 
United States? They must come up; 
they must be acted on, or there can be 
no millenium. The practical question of 
going to the heathen must not only be 
discussed, but faithfully acted upon at the 
General Assembly and at every convoca- 
tion of ministers. And when this be- 
oxnes the absorbing topic, petty differ- 
ences in respect to doctrine will be buried 
deep in the rubbish of things gone by*. 
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Let it soon, therefore, become the en- 
grossing subject, that harmony at home 
and the salvation of the heathen abroad 
may soon caU forth the songs of atigels. 

We are aware of the assertion that to 
engage in such a controversy is to ** coa- 
ted earnestly for the faith once delivered 
to the saints." This is the watchword. 
This is the motto inscribed on the broad 
banner. But under that banner who are 
tlie parties engaged in contest? What 
are the points of controversy ? What is 
the spirit manifested 7 Our lips refuse as 
answer to such inquiries — our hearts 
sicken and fail us. We simply inquire, 
can it be possible that such scenes pro- 
mote purity of doctrine and holiness of 
life? 

Vital godliness and a pure faith are the 
fruits of a Holy Spirit ; but 

" The l^irit, like a peaceful dove, 
Flies nrom the realms of noise and strife. 

We appeal to the nature of things, 
whether, looking upon men as they are, it 
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18 reasonable to suppose that a correct 
doctrinal standard would be as effectually 
maintained by controversy on particular 
points, in which a vast amount of unholy 
fire is sure to enter, as by a rousing up of 
(Prist's ihinisters to perform the duty ^ 
which the Savior has so long enjoined 7 
We appeal also to the history of the church 
on this point. Has ** the truth as it is in 
Jesus" been indebted for its preservation 
to the controversies of ministers on points 
of doctrine, or to their direct and prayer- 
fid engagement in the great work which 
die Savior commanded, that of converting 
the world ? Surely, not in proportion to 
the co&troversy, but in exact proportion 
to the efforts made to isave the human 
race, has the purityof religion been main- 
tained. 

The Savior has told us in what way we 
may expect to know of the doctrine. It 
is by doing his will. His will to ministers 
is contained in the command to preach the 
gospel to eveiy creature. Besicfes, reli- 
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gion, the true faith^ pure, holy and per- 
fect» is dsserted by the Savior to consist 
in love to God and love to men. Let 
then this love be acted out, — ^let ministers 
show their love to the Savior by obeying 
his last command, let them show theHr 
bowels of compassion for their fellow men, 
by engaging with all their energies in the 
work of the world's salvation, and the 
consequence will be, a faith purer and 
holier than the world has witnessed since 
the days of th6 Apostles. We entreat 
you, dear brethren, arise and go forth to 
the conversion of the nations. Take with 
you ^ large number of the most devoted 
members of your churches. Ccmseerate 
not only property and influence, but body, 
soul and spirit. Evince in your own ex- 
ample and promote in the churches, the 
benevolent, the compassionate spirit that 
reigns in heaven, that brought the Savior 
frcnn the skies and that actuated the 
Apostles, and there will be no occasion to 
fear thfe springing up of heresy. Let such 
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be the controlling principle of the churches 
and of their ministers, let its sincerity be 
shown by a thousand fold increase of ef- 
fort in heathen lands^ and who can doubt 
that it would form the surest safeguard 
against all error. That the church is not 
aroused, but criminally asleep, that she 
aeems to have no bowels of compassion 
for the heathen, but covered with their 
blood, that she is not absorbed and con* 
trolled by the spirit of Jesus, but enerv* 
ated by the spirit of selfishness, that such 
is the low and deplorable state of religion, 
is the reason that error in doctrine ever 
gains ground in any country. 

Remove the cause, and its natural re- 
sults will no longer be experienced. The 
purity of religion has far more to fear 
from this lethargic, disobedient and blood- 
guilty state of. the churches and of her 
ministers^ than from every other source. 
And it must ever hold true, as expressed 
in the resolution, that as it regards the 
doctrinsd errors with which the church is 
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afficted, the purity of religion has far less 
to fear from them, than from the errone- 
ous sentiments and practices in respect to 
missions; and thai therefore, he who 
would "contend most earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the saints'* is called 
on personally to preach that faith to the 
heathen. No errors in doctrine or in 
practice are of so destructive a tendency, 
as those which prevail in the church on 
the subject of the world's conversion. 

NOHB HAVB PONB SO MUCH TO PBOPUS THX 
IfO^UMHOY WO, 

* Such being our sentiments, we are con- 
strained to say, dear brethren, that as we 
look over the newspapers and periodicals 
from our beloved Iwd, and find that con- 
troversy on points of doctrine occupies 
more of the time of ministers^ and calls 
forth more of their eneigies than the con- 
version of the world, our hearts sink 
within us. What a spectacle! More 
time, more money, more energy of every 
kind expended in useless and destructive 
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controversy, than in the world's conver- 
sion I More ^ime spe^tt in tearing open 

THE WOUNDS OF THE SaVIOR, THAN IN 
FULFILLING HIS LAST COMMAND ! ! 

And who are those who are thus ex- 
pending their energies ? What are their 
talents and what is their standing in the 
church? Are they common soldiers or 
obscure officers who are thus exhausting 
their strength in contention with each 
other 7 No : they are men prominent in 
the church. Many of them are leaders of 
no ordinary standing in the army of 
Christ. But if those who lead the host of 
the Lord, bury their commission in for- 
g^tfulness, and turn their energies against 
each other, what must be the conse- 
quence ? Brethren, whilst you continue 
this course of conduct, instead of faithfully 
executing the high trust reposed in you, 
of leading on the army of Christ to the, 
great contest with the prince of darkness, 
your situation is by no means enviable. 
There is no small reason to fear that when 
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called to give account for the high re- 
sponsibilities you sustain, you ^ill vainly 
yf\$h that you had been the obscurest in 
the army of the Lord. Be entreated, 
dear brethren, to consider. Open yoch 

COMMISSION, BEAD IT PSAVERPUUiT, STUDY 
rrS SPIBIT AND OBEY IT. 



It is our purpose to add a few con- 
cluding remarks, but this appeal has al- 
ready become looger than was intended. 
We hope it will commend itself to the con- 
sciences of all whom it concerns. We 
hope it may awaken much inquiry, prayer 
and action, and that the most excellent 
way will be found and adopted by the 
church in converting the world. We do 
not say the one we propose is the best. 
We know of no better. We think there 
is none. 

Brethren, it is time to awake out of 
sleep. The conversion of the world lin- 
gers. The word of the Lord is not glori- 
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fied. His great name is not hallowed. Hia 
kingdom does not come. His will is not 
done. Therefore we write unto you, be- 
seeching you and entreating you, in lovet 
and in meekness, and with fervent prayer, 
that you Would consider the state of the 
heathen. We can not rest. We hear a 
Toice saying to us, " Let tears run down 
like a rivtr day and nighty give yourselves 
no rest; — Arise and cry out in the night ^ 
in the beginning of the watches pour out 
your hearts like water before the face of 
the Lord ; lift up your hands toward Him 
far the life of six hundred millions^faint' 
ing and dying the everlasting death. 
Even the sea monsters give suck to their 
young oneSf but the children of God are 
cruel as the ostriches in the wilderness.** 
Therefore we can not rest. For Zion's 
sake we will not hold our peace, until sal- 
vation goes forth. We can not free our- 
selves from blood guiltiness, unless we call 
on you to come up to the help of the 
Lord; — to remember the Lord Jesus — 
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how He lived — ^how He died — ^how He 
said, ** It is more bijssssd to oivb thak 
TO rbcbivb"— " GO YE THEREFORE 
INTO ALL THE WORLD AND 
PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERY 
CREATURE." «*L0 I AM WITH 
YOUALWAY." "Behold I come quick- 
ly." " Even so, come, Lord Jesus, Amen. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all." 

In behalf of the Sandwich Islands' Mis- 
sion, 

WILLIAM P. ALEXANDER, 
Moderator. 

Levi Chamberlaiit, Scribe. 
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CHAPTER Xin. 

TO THB BEADERS OF THIS VOtVUE. 

My dear Friends: — I surely need not re- 
mind youythat something more than prayer 
is necessary to the conversion of the 
world to God. The disciples of the Lord 
Jesus Christ must have fellowship with 
Him, not only in his good wishes and 
prayersi but in his exhausting, self-deny- 
ing labors, and it may be, in his unparaU 
leled sufferings. It is amazing that Chris- 
tians have so inadequate views of the 
work of bringing back to the Savior's 
feet a revolted world. Multitudes seem 
to think that it can be done cheaply. 
They regard it as wonderful that after all 
the wealth that has been expended and 
hibor bestowed, the work Is, not yet done ; 
and some begin to talk of ceasing their 
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contributions altogether. Alas, alas, that 
Christians should be so unwilling to toil 
and make sacrifices to save the souls of 
their fellow men from utter ruin, and in 
thus fulfilling the joy of their Lord, Did 
He find it a cheap matter to save this 
wretched world ? Did it cost Him no ex- 
hausting toil? — no sufiering? Witness 
the august, yet meek sufierer, from the 
manger to the grave. Read the history 
of his short but eventful ministry. Fol- 
low him to the closing scenes of his life 
— see him in the garden — look at the cross. 
*« Come see where the Lord lay.'* And 
is it not enough that the disciple be as his 
Master, the servant as his Lord? True, 
the great work of atonement is complet- 
ed, a work of surpassing importance, and 
which could have been made by no less a 
personage than the eternal Son of God. 
But may the blood-bought disciples of 
the Man of Calvary, pointing to his cross, 
on which he expiated for their sins, ex- 
cuse themselves from toil, and self-denial 
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refuse to lay theniffelves out in exhaust- 
ing labors in behalf of their dying fellows? 
No. Every pang that rent the bosom 
of their Redeemer, every opening wound 
answers, No\f Convulsed nature, the 
gathering darkness, the bursting rocks, 
the rending tombs, aff, all rebuke so ab- 
surd an inference. 

In the death of Christ, the foundation 
of the building which " fitly framed to- 
gether, is growing into a holy temple in 
the Lord," was laid; the superstructure 
He graciously committed to human hands; 
in other words, in the death of Christ, 
ample provision is made for the salvation 
of men, who are brought into a state of 
reconciliation with God, through the 
agency of the Holy Spirit, accompanying 
the preached gospel. Hence the magni- 
tude of the work. The world can not 
be converted cheap. There is no ground 
for cherishing any such expectation. 
The work is scarcely begun. Multitudes 
must go forth to the ends of the earth, to 
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seek the wanderidg* the fierce, bloody, 
polluted tribes of men, and tell thein of 
a Savior's love ; to plant on the moim- 
tains, and in the valleys of many a land 
now dirouded in darkness, the stiuidard 
of the cross ; to say to the benighted na- 
tions, " behold your God ;" in a word, to 
aid in securing to the Lord Jesus Christ 
his dearly purchased possession. 

And what a woik have we here ! Just 
look on the map of the world, and mark 
the continents, and the islands which to 
this day are unblessed with the means of 
grace, with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Look at Asia, at Africa, at South America, 
at New Holland, and at the many islands 
which dot every ocean. What extent of 
surface, still lying in the darkness of ig- 
norance and sin I What are the few mis- 
sionaries now in the field, to the swarm- 
ing population of these continents and 
islands? What, indeed? Scarcely 
enough of them to explore the countries 
now under the dominion of Satan, even 
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should they ha^^ten from land to land with 
r&il road speed! How greatly idust la- 
borers be multiplied^ ere the precious gos- 
pel can be preached to every creature. 
But that the heralds of the cross may be 
tnultiplied, and sent forth every where 
' with the messages of salvation, Christians 
must dedicate to the service of God, 
their time, talents, w^th, skill, and 
strength, all that they have, and all that 
they are. They must cheerfully make 
great sacrifices to train up, send forth, and 
sustain those who are willing to go and 
labor to secure to the Lord Jesus Christ 
the ends of the earth — redeemed by his 
precious blood — while they must plead 
with God for the gracious influences of 
his Spirit, without which all efforts will 
he unavailing. Come, then, dear friends, 
let us away to the work committed to us 
by our gracious Lord. How can we rest 
while six-eighths of our fellow men, whom 
we shall soon see at the judgment seat of 
Christ, are living in ignorance of Us pre- 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



300 0UTr OF THIS GENERATION 



ciousname; are the bon<^niires ofSa* 
tan; utterly diaqualified for the holy hap- 
iness of heaven ; are daily sii^king to the 
pit of wo ? How can we refrain from 
an agony of feeling on their behalf, which 
shall prompt us to pray, and labor, and 
give, as we have ability, till the work of res- 
cuing these wretched men from their peril- 
ous circumstances shall bef accomplished ? 
Nearly nineteen years have elapsed 
since I embarked, at Boston, for these 
islands, to aid in the good work of pro- 
claiming to the poor of Hawaii, Christ 
and his great salvation. And I bless God 
for the privilege of toiling so many years 
in this field. For this grace vouchsafed 
to me, I trust I shall praise him eternally. 
This I say to my brethren in the ministry, 
and to those among you who are about 
entering upon the good work of preach- 
ing the gospel, when seeking to ascertain 
the will of God, respecting your future 
course, inquiring as to the field of your 
labor, if God shall ** count you faithful, 
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putting yQ#- mto the ministry,** think, I 
pray you, of the benighted heathen. 

Read Matt. 28 : 19, 20. « Go ye there- 
fore and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always even unto the end of the 
world. Amen." • 

Mark 16: 15. **And he said unto 
them go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature." 

Romans 10 : 13—17. " For whoso 
ever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. How then shall they call 
on Him in whom they have not believed ? 
and how shall they believe in Him of 
whom they have not heard? and how 
shall they hear without a preacher ? And 
how shall they preach except they be 
sent? as it is written, How beautiful are 
the feet of them that preach the gospel 
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
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things ! But they.have not all obeyed the 
gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath 
believed our report? So then» faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
Look forward to the judgment of the 
great day. Put your souls in the souls' 
stead of the uninstructed, debased hea- 
then. See them going away into ev6rlast* 
ing banishment from God and heaven, 
and ask your own conscience, what de- 
cision, as to your future labors, would 
please Him who gave his life a ransom 
for these unhappy beings, and who may 
be saved now by your humble instrumen- 
tality. Ask your own heart, what would 
give you most satisfaction in the retro- 
spect, when you come to lie on the bed 
of death ? BspeciaUy look up to God, 
and humbly f but earnestly ask, ^< Lord, 
what wouldst thou have me to do?" The 
Savior give you wisdom rightly to decide 
on so momentous a subject. 

Yours in the bonds of the gospel, 
J. S. Grbsn. 
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OF 

' H0T. Charles G. Finiiey, 

Prof, of neology in Oberlin Ciollegiate Institata, 

Lectures on Ststematig Thbologt, 

Embracing Lectures on Moral Government, together 
with Atonement, Moral and Physical Depravity, 
Regeneration, Philosophical Theories, and Evi- 
dences of Regeneration. 600 pp„ 8vo., $3>00, 

Lectures on Systematic Theoi^y, 

Embracing Ability, (Natural, Moral and Gracions,) 
Repentance, Impenitence, Ffllth and Unbelief, Joa- 
tification, Sanctification, Election, Reprobation, 
Divine Pnrtfoses, Divine Sovereignty, andPerte- 
Terance. 583 pp. 8vo., $3,00. 
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Wb will not speak of these works in this place, 
farther than to say that we doem them works of great 
importance to the €hurch and the Ministry. 

They are WMrks of merit, which, we belifi9«» are 
destined to exert a great infiaence in the world, and 
to retedn a high place in the estimation of the Chnrch 
to the latest period of her history. 

The ffftaier part of the first edition of each of these 
works — two thousand copies — ^has already been sold. 
Thty may he eaek tient hy mail, in paper coverB, and 
postage paid by the publifiher, Jbr ^,00. 



J. M. FITCH'S 

Miscellaneous MlicatioBs, 
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fiVSlIgirdD fMQi SA¥II(D!E, 



CONDITIONS OF ATTAINING TO ^ND ABIDING IN 
ENTIBB HqLINESS OF HEART AND LIFE. 

By Vtaitmat C« G. FfauMy* 

This work discnsses in a most interesting and 
spirltaal manner, the relations in which we need to 
oKwa Christ revealed to us, in 61 sections. It is nol 
only OKceedingly rich in spiritual instruction, but 
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«Zoe6dingly lively and interesting. SN)4pp. Cloth 
37}2 cents; half gilt, 96: fall giU, 62^. Price by 
mail, without expence of postage tb the publisher, 2d 
cents. Five copies, one dollar. Postage 6^ cents. 



"MY lOTHEE," 

iBT RSV. ALBERT BUSHMELL, 

Missionary on the Gaboon, Western Africa. 

This memoir of the sainted mother of one of the 
most devoted and self-sacrificing missionaries now in 
the foreign field, commends Itself to all, especially^lo 
mothers, by its rich missionary spirit — ^its narrallTe 
of ]j|fevalence in prayer — ^its exhibition of sinfiilfet 
maternal influence and success — as well as by nsr 
morons other excellencies. Parents cannot fail ta h» - 
benefitted by its examples and suggestions. 166 pp. > 
Cloth 33 cents ; half gilt, SO ; full ^It, 56. Price by 
' mail, without expense of postage to the pabllafaer, 
two shillings. . Ftoe cophoB^ one dollar. . Postago 5)^ 
«ent8. 
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BT BEV. ASA XAHANy 

President of the Oberlin Collegiate Institute. 
Third ediUon. 333 pp., Idmo. 50 cents. 
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Social and Sabbaiii School Hymiis, 

BT GEORGE N. ALLEN, A. H., 

Professor of Music inOberlin CoUegikte Institute. 
A most precious little hymn book. 180 pp. 



Stxmt of lOorol ]p^Uo0O|)l)s, 

BT REV. ASA XAHAN, 

FiQB. of Oberlin CoUegiate Institute, 

Author of << A System of Intellectttal Philosophy,*' 

"Doctrine of the WIU," &c. 

430 pp.. 12 mo. 

Price 1,00. 

It is believed that this work, which has been 
prepared with great care by the au^r, will need no 
other testimonials to recommend it to the favorable 
notice of the ffahlic, than such as are found in tba 
known ability of President Mahan as a writer, espe- 
•ially on the Sciences of Mental and Moral Phuo* 
sophy. 

This work wiU be sent by mad, (and aU postage 
paid by tiie publiaherO for 1,00. 
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Four copies sent by miail for $1 

This work to be appreciated, needs but to be 

read by the sincere CluiBtian. The influence of its 

well expressed truth comes over the soul like spray 

from the fountain of life, and leads it onward a|id 

upward to Christ and Heaven. ' ^ . ^ 

SHOWING THAT EXCUSES FOK NEGLFCT OF DUTT, 

CONDEMN GOD. 
BY REV C. G. rmNEY, 

Professor of Theology, in the Oberlin 
Theological -Senary;. 

This little work contains 72 pages, and is put up in 
neat printed covers. For those who would qualify 
themselves to meet and remove the excuses which fiU 
the mouths and bewilder the judgment of multii^des 
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who are nnwiUing to do their ^^^ty, or who would 
circulate a little work that will cuUike the " Sword 
of the Spirit;" we cpald not select a^aore useful pub- 
lloation. Price, one shilling. $1,00 a dozen. 
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Reply to Dnffield's Warning against Error, 

% Prof. Finney. 47 pp., twelve-and-a-half cents. 
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Bf Prol Jno. Morgan. 48 pp.,\welye-and-a"half cents. 

The Reviewer Reviewed. 

By Prof. Finney. 60 pp., twelye-and-arhalf cents. 



Hebrew Servitude. 

A snccessfal refutation of the charge that the Bible 
sanctions slavery. By Putnam Barron, M. D*t of 
Sdinbttrgfa,Ohio. 
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Bir KBV. C. G. PIllWBT. 

" Prayer Is the ChrisUaa'a Yital bre«US| 
The ChriBtian's native air." • 
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By Rev. Henry Cowles. 
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